
Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar
Friday, July 9 – Saturday, July 10, 2021
Featuring Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL

Each summer, the Archives of Michigan and the Michigan Genealogical Council
host a seminar to promote family history awareness and teach genealogy
research skills. The event is generously supported by the Abrams Foundation in
loving memory of Barbara J. Brown.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are pleased to offer this flagship 
annual event remotely via Zoom. We are delighted to be hosting Judy G. Russell,
JD, CG, CGL, “The Legal Genealogist,” for this year’s event.

Registration information and the program schedule can be found online at the
Archives of Michigan’s home page: www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi.

Registration ($35 Early-bird before June 1; $45 on June 1 and after) includes: 
• Registration for the two-day seminar with the syllabus as a downloadable file.
• All registrants will receive conference login information by email a few days before the event. We look 

forward to seeing you virtually in July!

Program Schedule

Friday, July 9, 2021

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
Becoming American: Research with Naturalizations
Annakathryn Welch, Archives of Michigan
This program will explore naturalization records, the many tools available to assist you in your research, and 
successful strategies to locate citizenship records, utilizing both online and print resources.

1:45 – 2:30 p.m.
Welcome, Introductions, and Archives of Michigan Tour
Mark Harvey, State Archivist and Rozlyn Kelly, Michigan Genealogical Council

- continued on page  4
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President’s Message

From Incoming President – Rozlyn Kelly: 

It is my honor to begin a term of service as President of Michigan Genealogical Council. It has been my
pleasure to previously serve as Vice President as well as Recording Secretary. These roles have 
provided me the opportunity to learn MGC’s purposes and projects, and to experience working with a 
great team of dedicated board members.  I want to extend a special thank you to outgoing President 
Brenda Leyndyke who has provided excellent leadership to the board and to MGC. I aim to continue 
the example of leadership set by Brenda with the purposes of MGC clearly in the forefront. I trust that 
with the support of our board and each of you, MGC will continue to have a meaningful impact on the
genealogical community.

I look forward to working with you.  If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions for delegate 
meeting programs or how we can help your society, please contact me at president@mimgc.org. 

Rozlyn Kelly
New Michigan Genealogy Council President 

From Outgoing President – Brenda Leyndyke:

It has been my honor to be a member of the Michigan Genealogical Council board for the past four 
years; first, as corresponding secretary and more recently, as President.

I could not have done my job without the support of our society’s membership, Library of Michigan 
staff, Archives of Michigan staff and the MGC team. I am proud of the work MGC does and I wish them
success as they go forward with a new leader.

I know Rozlyn Kelly will be a great MGC President, and I hope you will support her as you have 
supported me.  Rozlyn’s passion for genealogy will guide her through her role at MGC.
We are coming out of historic times, and I am looking forward to meeting again in person and to hear 
how all of you overcame the tough transition to the challenges faced due to the pandemic.
I wish you all that is good and hope your summer is filled with genealogical discoveries.

Brenda Leyndyke
Former Michigan Genealogical Council President  – now MGC Past President
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Society News/Events
All programs listed should be verified to make sure 
they are still happening – all societies having these 
programs have given their permission.
to list them here. All programs here are Zoom 
meetings, unless otherwise indicated.
 

From the Cornish Connection of Lower Michigan

July 16-17, 2021
Event: 19th Gathering of Cornish Cousins

The Cornish American Heritage Society is taking 
registrations for this virtual two-day virtual gathering
Registration deadline is July 10, 2021.

You can find out more about this event at their 
website: cousinjack.org!

From the Waterford Genealogical Society

Waterford Genealogical Society is meeting at the 
Waterford Fish Hatchery Park pavilion the first Wed. 
of July, Aug. and Sept. from 1 to 3pm. After a brief 
business meeting, a program is presented by Sandy 
Kinter.

July 7th, " A New York State of Mind". This program 
will be about N.Y. state land development with 
emphasis on the Dutch and western New York state.

Aug. 4th,  " I Will & Bequeath.." Attendees are 
encouraged to share wills they have discovered that 
were odd, crazy,funny, or maybe changed the course 
of family research.

Save the Date:
Preliminary date for the 17th annual Lock-in at the 
Waterford Public Library; April 30, 2022. Looking 
forward! 
For more information – check out their website at:
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/

From the Western Michigan Genealogical Society

The plans are in the works for our annual       
GotAncestors! Fall conference. It will be a held         
virtually on October 16th. Save the date. More info 
and registration will come out as we get closer to the 
event – so please keep checking the website at 
wmgs.org

The speaker’s BIO is as follows:

Dana Palmer, CG®, CGL(SM) has been a genealogy      
instructor at Sinclair Community College since 2010. 
She has spoken at national, state, and local genealogy 
events including RootsTech, NGS, FGS, and frequently 
at OGS. She specializes in lineage society applications,
publishing family books, and Midwestern research – 
specifically Ohio, but she also has experience in     
Germany, Denmark, and the U.K. She also reviews        
military repatriation cases for Eagle Investigative    
Services and is part of the Silver Book team for the  
Society of Mayflower Descendants. She has received 
numerous awards for her books and volunteer efforts.
She belongs to several lineage societies including      
ISDUP, NSDAR, USD 1812, and Colonial Dames. She 
loves problem solving and tracking down those       
elusive ancestors. 
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continued from Page 1 – Barbara J. Brown Family 
History Seminar

2:45 – 3:45 p.m.
Timelines: Back to the Future of Your Research!
Daniel Earl, Professional researcher
Researchers often get stuck in the gathering phase of 
genealogical investigation, finding dozens of records 
about their ancestors without pausing to examine 
what all of those documents mean. This lecture 
provides researchers with a method for placing 
documents in historical context and help to create the
story of their family.

4 – 5:00 p.m.
“No Person Shall Gallop Horses In the Streets” – 
Using Court Records to Tell the Story of our 
Ancestors’ Lives
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Early court records give color and meaning to the lives
and times of our ancestors. County courts often 
functioned as both judiciary and legislature, and 
appeals courts published fact-filled opinions. While 
the records often establish relationships to help build 
a family tree, they offer so much richness and depth 
to help tell a family’s story.

5:15 – 6:15 p.m.
The Latest Issue: Finding Ancestors in Michigan 
Magazines
Adam Oster, Library of Michigan
Magazines of the past offer a wide lens into the 
activities and customs of various segments of 
Michigan’s population. Discover the wide selection of 
periodicals produced by associations, societies, and 
many other organizations across our state. Learn 
strategies for locating these valuable publications and 
how to utilize their content for researching your 
family’s history.

Saturday, July 10, 2021
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. 
Over the Top: Researching Your Michigan World War 

I Ancestor
Kris Rzepczynski, Archives of Michigan
This program will explore the fabulously rich record 
collections and resources, many of them state 
specific, available for Michigan World War I 
servicemen.

9:45 – 10:45 a.m. 
Just Three Generations
Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Our oral family history can be completely lost in just 
three generations. Following genealogy’s best 
practices can help us keep those losses from 
happening in our own families – and with our own 
stories.

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Finding Her: Our Female Ancestor
Melissa Tennant, Allen County Public Library
Though our female ancestors may be elusive, by 
understanding their roles in other people’s lives and 
the community, we can find a variety of records 
documenting their lives.

12:15 – 1:15 p.m. 
Researching in Ontario:  Your Maple Leaf 
Connection!
Judy Nimer Muhn, Professional researcher
The records of Ontario begin before the formation of 
what is now called Canada.  Native Americans had 
lived here for centuries, and by 1668, the first 
European settlement at Sault Ste Marie and records 
for “Quebec,” “Upper Canada,” and “Canada West” 
created the sources that carry us from the early 
settlements into the modern Canadian records. Learn 
how to connect across the border and find the 
records that can help you!

1:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
That Scoundrel George
 Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, CGL
Tracking a black sheep ancestor through the records 
can be great fun – and a great challenge. When every 
record he ever left appears to be a lie, where is the 
truth to be found?
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2:45 – 3:45 p.m. 
Your Results Are In! Using DNA in Your African 
American Research
Jessica Trotter, Researcher & blogger
This presentation explores steps to take and ideas to 
consider when looking at DNA results and match lists – 
featuring case studies of descendants of Arkansas 
enslaved peoples… and unexpected results.

4 – 5:00 p.m. 
Seeking Michigan Becomes Michiganology
Jill Arnold, Archives of Michigan
Digital collections previously on SeekingMichigan.org are
now available on Michiganology.org. This session will 
review how best to navigate Michiganology.org, talk 
through known issues with the site and listen to your 
suggestions for how to improve this free resource.

Pioneer Certificate Program
The Pioneer Certificate Program is a great way to 
recognize and honor your Michigan ancestor.

Think of the history your pioneer might have
experienced!

• 1621: Etienne Brule return, explores the Lake 
Superior coast and note copper deposits

• 1671: St. Ignace is founded when Father 
Marquette builds a mission chapel; First military
outpost is established, Ft. de Buade-later known
as Ft. Michilimackinac.

• 1701: Detroit is founded as Fort Pontchartrain 
by Cadillac as a permanent settlement

• 1761: The British occupy Fort Michilimackinac
• 1781: Spanish forces take Fort St. Joseph (Niles),

all residents are taken prisoner, the Spanish flag 
is raised. They depart the next day and the fort 
reverts to the British

• 1801: First post road is established
• 1821: Cass negotiates a treaty at Chicago, 

gaining from the Chippewa, Ottawa and 
Potawatomi virtually all Michigan territory 
south of Grand River not previously ceded

• 1841: University of Michigan opens at Ann 
Arbor

• 1851: Lumber mill output of Saginaw 
92,000,000 board feet; Elizabeth D. Camp 
receives first academic degree conferred upon a
woman in Michigan

• 1861: Thomas A. Edison erects his first 
electrical battery; the First Michigan Regiment 
leaves Ft. Wayne, the first western regiment to 
reach Washington during the Civil War

• 1871: Forest fires ravage the state
• 1874: Pioneer Society of the State of 

Michigan organized - a resource that includes 
first hand accounts

• 1880: Michigan’s population is 1,636,937
Source: Chronology of Michigan History-Michigan 
Legislature

The application and complete instructions may be found 
on the MGC web page at 

• https://mimgc.org/index.php   
on the left blue sidebar under Pioneer Certificates.

Kim Smith
Pioneer Certificate Chair

Family Tree Maker and Your Society
Do you want to learn more about what Family Tree 
Maker can offer your society members? A one hour, or 
so, virtual discussion with questions and answers is 
available for you to host with Mark Olsen of Family Tree 
Maker.

Olsen is interested in supporting the needs of your 
society and its current members. It is not sales based, 
but a free, informational program about Family Tree 
Maker, a genealogy software program for MAC and 
Windows. A product demonstration is available. Since 
each group is different, Olsen allows plenty of time for 
discussion and questions and answers.

Do you have Special Interest Groups (SIG’s)? Olsen can 
answer your questions about a Family Tree Maker user’s 
group. If you would like to schedule Mark or find out 
more about this offer, please contact him at:
society@familytreemaker.com
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National Genealogical Society holds first conference 
after merger with Federation of Genealogical 
Societies

May 2021 was the first time since National 
Genealogical Society (NGS) merged with the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies (FGS) that a 
conference was held. NGS held a successful five-day, 
virtual, conference this year. Many Michigan people 
were in attendance.

Monday started out with a Delegate Day. Thomas 
Koselka is the MGC delegate to NGS and attended 
those sessions. This day is attended by delegates only 
and the purpose is to share with delegates items of 
importance from NGS.

Tuesday featured a day of ideas, “SLAM! Idea 
Showcase.” It highlighted creative and innovative 
projects or programs by Societies, Libraries, Archives, 
Museums (SLAM). Many awards were given 
throughout the afternoon:

• David Rencher was presented with the Filby 
Award for Genealogical Librarianship.

• John T. Humphrey (1948-2012) received the 
National Genealogy Hall of Fame award

• Many other awards of excellence were given. 
For a complete listing see 
https://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/2021/05/ng
s-announces-its-2021-awards.html

The SLAM awards went to:

• St. Louis Genealogical Society for their 
“Congregation’s Project” which digitized 
church records.

• German Historical Institute for “German 
Heritage in Letters” where letters were 
transcribed from immigrants. These are 
available at https://germanletters.org/.

• Chester County Archives, N. Chester, Pa for 
their project, “1777 Chester County Property 
Atlas.”

Wednesday was the start of the two-day NGS 2021 
Live program. The day was filled with big name 
genealogical speakers: Barbara Vines Little, Elizabeth 
Shown Mills, Thomas W. Jones, and Craig R. Scott. 
Special guest was Dani Shapiro, author of Inheritance.
The day ended with the NGS annual meeting.

Thursday was another day of presentations. This time 
attendees could pick which sessions to attend. It was 
two days of great genealogical education, but I 
(Brenda Leyndyke) was getting Zoomed out at this 
point.

Friday, for me, was the best part of the week. It was 
“Focus on Societies” day. This is a carryover from the 
FGS conference, and I believe it was a great addition 
to the NGS one. Even though it was another day of 
Zooming it was fresher and more upbeat. It was 
moderated by Cheri Hudson Passey, who did an 
excellent job. Jill Morelli opened the day with the 
results from her pandemic survey of societies, where I
found out we weren’t the only society that faced 
challenges during COVID-19.

The afternoon was filled with break out sessions 
where attendees could select programs of interest. 
The MGC board at its June meeting spent time 
sharing ideas and thoughts on the programs they 
attended. Everything was covered including 
newsletters, volunteer motivations, digitization 
projects, digital marketing, virtual meetings, event 
planning and more. Everything that societies can use 
help with. We will share more in future newsletters. If 
you want to hear more, just ask a board member if 
they attended and have them share their ideas with 
you. 

Written by Brenda Leyndyke 

6

https://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/2021/05/ngs-announces-its-2021-awards.html
https://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/2021/05/ngs-announces-its-2021-awards.html
https://germanletters.org/


Volume 45 Issue 3 Michigan Genealogical Council Newsletter Summer 2021

Dickinson County Genealogical Society Disbanding

An article fron SOCIETY NOTES AND THE EDITOR’S 
CORNER of the Dickinson County Gnealogicala Society

Dickinson Diggings debuted in January 1982 and has 
continued uninterrupted to date. With this issue, 
Volume XL, Number 4 [November, 2021] the 
publication marks its fortieth year, and, with this issue
publication will cease. The end of 2021 also marks the
dissolution of the Dickinson County Genealogical 
Society. Even before the covid pandemic hit 
attendance at meetings had been significantly
reduced. Willingness of members to assume 
leadership roles has also been a concern. These 
factors and the advancing age of the officers and the 
editor signaled it was time to discontinue the society. 
Hopefully another group will begin again in the 
future.

The organizational meeting of the Dickinson County 
Genealogical Society was held at the Dickinson 
County Library on February 17, 1977 under the 
direction of Beatrice Blomquist, local historian. James
LaVoie as chosen as chairman and his wife Nancy 
served as secretary and treasurer while the Rev.
 Donald Wold of Norway served as publicity chairman.
At the April 27, 1978 meeting members decided to 
read and record the Quinnesec Cemetery’s 
tombstones. This project was completed in 1980.

In the spring of 1979, Dickinson County Library 
Director David Curtis stated that a vertical file had 
been placed in the library to house the society’s
 genealogical data and offered more space for books 
and other records for public use.

In the summer of 1980, the Foster City Cemetery and 
the Waucedah Cemetery tombstones were recorded. 
The Sagola Township and Channing Cemetery
tombstones were recorded in June 1981...finishing in 
a rainstorm!In September 1981 Hazel Dault and D. 
Joann Johnson began transcribing the marriage 
records at the Dickinson County Courthouse.

In late 1981 D. JoAnn Johnson was named editor of 
the society’s quarterly, named Dickinson Diggings. 
Dickinson County Marriage Records (1891- ) was a
feature beginning in Volume I, Number 1.

Dues were raised to $5.00 per year to help finance 
this new venture. William Cummings served as 
co-editor and has typed the quarterlies for all 40 
volumes. In August 1982 the Felch Cemetery and the 
Ralph Cemetery were read. Nine sections of Iron 
Mountain’s Cemetery Park had also been completed 
with Toni M. Cummings serving as coordinator for this
project.

Reading of the Norway Cemetery began in the spring 
of 1983 with Joan Oberthaler serving as coordinator 
of this project. In February 1987 [Volume VI] 
Dickinson Diggings was expanded from 16 to 20 pages
per quarterly – 80 pages a volume. Hazel Dault and 
William Cummings began making two annual trips to 
the Menominee County Court House in Menominee, 
Michigan, to record early marriage and death records 
registered when what is now southern Dickinson
County was part of Menominee County.

Publication of Menominee County Death Records 
(1878-1890) and Menominee County Marriage 
Records (1878-1891) began in February 1988 [Volume
VII]. Due to medical issues, D. Joann Johnson had to 
curtail some of her activities and William Cummings 
became sole editor in May 1988.

The Mid-Peninsula Library Cooperative completed 
printing and binding the Norway Township Cemetery 
Records in late 1989 under the supervision of Joan 
Oberthaler. 

Monies from memberships were used to purchase 
newspaper microfilms for adjoining Michigan and 
Wisconsin counties, as well as genealogical reference 
books. It has been a pleasure to undertake this
task for the past forty years.

William J. Cummings, Editor
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Bookmark Me Now 
We would like to introduce you to a variety of internet
sources available for genealogical research. While 
many have said that using the internet for genealogy 
research is like looking at the tip of the iceberg and 
that more in-depth research must still be done in       
libraries, archives, and courthouses, this series offers 
some useful sources that you may have never heard 
about or used. Be sure to visit each suggested link - 
you never know what you may discover. 

WorldCat

website:  www.worldcat.org

Description:  
WorldCat is the world's largest network of library 
content and services.  WorldCat.org lets you search 
the collections of libraries in your community and 
thousands more around the world.  

You can search for popular books, music, CDs and 
videos - all of the physical items you're used to getting
from libraries.  You can also discover many new kinds 
of digital content, such as downloadable audiobooks.  
You may also find article citations with links to their 
full text; authoritative research materials, such as 
documents and photos of local or historic 
significance; and digital versions of rare items that 
aren't available to the public.  

Because WorldCat libraries serve diverse communities
in dozens of countries, resources are available in 
many languages.  

They also offer an "Ask a Librarian" service for 
assistance with your genealogical research projects.  
To use this service at your public library, a valid library
card may be necessary to access this site, inquire 
about this service at your local library information 
desk.  

Some WorldCat libraries make their specialized 
reference databases available on their website, but 
only to library members.  Your search on WorldCat.org
may produce direct links to articles and other 
resources in these databases.  To access these 

resources, though, you may be first required to log in 
with a valid library membership.

MOCAVO

Website:  http://www.findmypast.com

MOCAVO /FINDMYPAST Website:   
https://www.findmypast.com/page/mocavo 

It wasn't all that long ago in 2011 that MOCAVO hit 
the scene with lots of promises and databases that 
essentially were free for all.  By 2016 FindMyPast 
acquired MOCAVO.  MOCAVO uses a powerful search 
engine to find your ancestors in a variety of sources, 
including US Censuses from 1790 to 1940, city 
directories, yearbooks, biographies, and free 
genealogy websites.  Its collections also include 
thousands of family histories and other books, many 
of which are unavailable on other genealogy sites.  
People who purchased Gold/Silver subscriptions to 
MOCAVO had their subscriptions migrated to 
FindMyPast, and when that expired, you were given 
an additional 90 days to enjoy FINDMYPAST.  Former 
subscribers had either their accounts merged to your 
FindMyPast profile, or they had created a new one if 
you were not registered with FindMyPast.  

When using the mocavo link above, you are directed 
to the World Records section of the website.  From 
there you can fill in the various search bars and 
choose from a variety of categories.  Don't miss at the
bottom under Special Collections, access to 
Newspapers & Periodicals.  There is also a section of 
useful links and resources that you should not 
overlook.  This holds a great deal of databases that 
are not easily (if at all) found on other websites.

So all is not lost with MOCAVO.  Their records are just 
tucked away at FINDMYPAST, you just need to know 
where to find them.  Never ignore or overlook at the 
bottom of website pages all the links to other 
resources and additions to your FindMyPast 
subscription.  A prime example is access to The British
Newspaper Archive and Genes Reunited.  So click 
away!  Enjoy!
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On the Shelf
This is the second issue featured column where we 
are discussing genealogical books available at state 
and local libraries. This issue we have a contribution 
from the Archives of Michigan.

Archives of Michigan

Index of Hamilton County, Ohio Reported Court 
Records, 1880-1884 / indexed by Jeffrey G. Herbert

by Kris Rzepczynski

Index of Hamilton County, Ohio Reported Court 
Records, 1880-1884, indexed by Jeffrey Herbert for 
the Hamilton County Genealogical Society, is an 
important resource for southern Ohio and Cincinnati 
area researchers. It is now available to researchers as 
part of the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection at
the Archives of Michigan (Call number: F 497 .H2 
H434 2019). To date, other volumes in the series 
cover the years 1841-1869 and 1870-1879.

Extracting details from the Cincinnati Enquirer, the 
volume provides the name identified in the 
newspaper court notice, source information, and the 
type of case and court. Particularly with urban centers
like Cincinnati, although our ancestors often remained
for only a short time, they often found themselves 
appearing before the court. These newspaper notices 

may shed critical light on the lives of our ancestors, 
making volumes like this all the more important.

One of the most prolific publishing genealogical 
societies in the United States, the Hamilton County 
Genealogical Society offers dozens of publications for 
the Cincinnati-area researcher, including Hamilton 
County, Ohio Roman Catholic Baptism Records 
(series), Wesley Chapel Methodist Church Records, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 1812 – 1850, Hamilton County, Ohio, 
Burial Records (series), Cincinnati, Ohio, Index to 
Property Owners & Streets in 1895 & 1897 Atlases, 
and Index to Cincinnati, Ohio, Death Records (series).

The Abrams Foundation Historical Collection, one of 
the larger genealogical collections in the United 
States, contains published family histories, 
immigration resources, cemetery transcriptions, 
directories, county and local histories, military records
and getting-started handbooks. The resources 
emphasize states with strong historic and migratory 
ties to Michigan, including the New England region, 
New York, Pennsylvania, the Midwest states of Ohio 
and Indiana and the Canadian provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec. 

Do you have an article for this column?

If any library would like to contribute an article to this 
section please feel free to email it to 
newsletter@mimgc.org. Please add to the subjest line
that it is an “On the Shelf” article submission.

A Link Back to Volume 36 Issue 4

https://detroithistorical.org  

Dertroit Historical Society - Since its founding in 1921, 
the Detroit Historical Society has been dedicated to 
ensuring that the history of our region is preserved so
that current and future generations of metro 
Detroiters can better understand the people, places 
and events that helped shape our lives. 
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Editor’s Ramblings

Over this past year as I took over for an editor who 
had done this task for 8 years – I often asked myself 
what did I get myself into. I walked in with no contacts
and very few publications to use as reference for what
I had to do. I often needed to ask for your help to get 
material to provide – and I appreciate everyone who 
has contributed over the last 4 issues. 

I started to think about how it must be for every other
editor of a newsletter at a genealogical/historical 
society and wondered how they do it. I have 60-70 
societies in the state plus a very supportive and  
involved board to provide content. After talking with 
various editors in the MGC realm and some from 
other associations, I built a resource list of people 
who were willing to provide me with content from 
either there own personal stores or from their 
societies. I greatly appreciate that – every newsletter 
or article you send me I read beginning to end trying 
to prune ideas or even to just make stylistic choices.

I started to wonder how many others walk into this 
position who have to start from scratch – looking at 
the previous editor’s work and trying to come with 
topics. Now let’s throw in a 12 to 15 month pandemic 
where you can’t easily sit around a table or over 
coffee and come up with ideas. So my thoughts are 
this:

• Let’s create a resource pool of talented
 newsletter editor’s, preparer’s of social 
media content, journalists, genealogy writers 
and speakers.

• Take that pool of talent and ask the following 
questions:
◦ What software do I use to build this 

newsletter or distribute this information?
▪ What document editor do I use?
▪ What image editor do I use?
▪ How do I organize and store the 

information for the past, present, and
future issues?

◦ Who do you ask and what permissions do
you need to get to publish articles?

◦ Am I going to have to write content of 
2,4,8 or 16 pages?
▪ And once you commit to a certain 

length – how do you feel when you 
have an issue that runs short? After 
all what is the right length?

◦ Who is your audience?
▪ Is it a professional genealogist or  

historian?
▪ Is it the genealogist who has been 

collecting data for their family trees 
for 20 years?

▪ Is it the person who at age 40 begins 
to wonder where they came from?

▪ Or are you trying to write/teach with 
your words? Are you trying to help 
break down someone else’s wall or 
even your own?

The ANSWERS:
I don’t have them at least not all of them and maybe 
none of them? But I want to be the catalyst to provide
the answers to those who need to know them. As a 
newsletter editor for a statewide organization, I think I
would like to help build the pool of talent that can 
answer some of the questions. Help me help you! Or I
want to help you to help me! Or let’s just help each 
other. 

Tell Me Your Story
Tell me how and why you became an editor or
content provider.  Please provide you name, society, 
and your email, your position, and area of expertise

It is my hope that we can create a resource group that
we can get answers or even just general information 
in the future.

Any information on the following: 
• what you do to complete your issues?
• what tools you use?
• what you would like to find help on?
• what you would be willing to help with?

Article written by Paul Roltsch, MGC Newsletter Editor
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The County Corner 
At a meeting of the St. Joseph County Genealogical 
Society (SJCGS) Bill and Kay Hokanson did a 
presentation "Surveying & Selling the Northwest 
Territory”. Bill Hokanson served for 14 years on the 
Fabius Township  Planning Commission, then called 
the Zoning Board for 14 years, twelve as chairman. It 
spurred an interest in the early history of surveying.

"I learned that county roads had a right of way of 66-
feet, or 4 rods,  also called a 'perch' or a 'pole.' The 
term isn't used much anymore, but older farmers are 
familiar with it. It's a length standardized in the 
1600's, believed to have come from the pole that 
farmers used to goad oxen. Until the 1500's, there 
was little need to measure land as the king owned it. 
In the feudal system, lesser nobility had use of the 
land in exchange for service, products, or rent money. 
In 1534 King Henry VII (1509-1547) split with the 
Pope, confiscating Catholic land, including 400 
monasteries. He needed money to build a Navy to 
rival the 1588 Spanish Armada in the New World. 

Nobles had the money but wanted to know what they
were buying, thus the need to measure land 
accurately. Measuring by pole was tedious. In 1607 
Edmund Gunter designed a chain 4 rods/66 feet long, 
with 100 links (thus providing a decimal system)," he 
said.

"Later on, after winning independence, the United 
States government assumed war debts of the new 
states, but under the Articles of Confederation had no
power to collect taxes, thus there was a need to sell 
land to raise money. Revolutionary War soldiers were 
promised land, typically about 160 acres for which 
they were given paper IOU's called 'warrants'. Early 
colonies thought their boundaries extended westward
quite a ways. Massachusetts claimed quite a chunk of 

southern Michigan. Claims had to be settled, as well 
as persuade the Indians to give up territory. Settlers 
staked claims using 'metes' and 'bounds'. Thomas 
Jefferson was familiar with the metric system, and 
promoted a rectangular system of survey based on 
townships that we six-miles square with 36 sections, 
each a square mile. Jefferson's rectangular system 
was promulgated in the Ordinance of 1784. Surveying 
began in 1786 at the 'point of beginning' where the 
west boundary of Pennsylvania intersected the Ohio 
Rivers. Surveyors began measuring out 6-mile 
squares: 80 chains make a mile. Vertical columns of 
squares are called ranges, and horizontal rows are 
called townships. The rectangular system clearly 
defined property," he said.

Early farm-derived units of measurement include:

*The rod is a historical unit of length equal to 
5-and-one-half yards. It may have originated from the 
typical length of a medieval ox-goad. There are four 
rods in one chain.

*The furlong (meaning furrow length) was the 
distance a team of oxen could plow without resting. 
This was standardized to be exactly 40 rods or 10 
chains.

*An acre was the amount of land tillable by one man 
behind one ox in one day. Traditional acres were long 
and narrow due to the difficulty in turning the plow, 
and the value of riverfront access.

*An oxgang was the amount of land tillable by one ox 
in a plowing season. This could vary from village to 
village, but was typically around 15 acres.

*A virgate was the amount of land tillable by two 
oxen in a plowing season.

 11



Volume 45 Issue 3 Michigan Genealogical Council Newsletter Summer 2021

*A carucate was the amount of land tillable by a team
of eight oxen in a plowing season. This was equal to 
eight oxgangs or four virgates.

Bill Hokanson said that Fabius County was surveyed in
1828. "Land was offered for $1 an acre. The minimum 
purchase was one lot which was one square mile, or 
640 acres. Some effort was made to sell whole 
townships. Few had the $640 cash so the minimum 
size was gradually reduced. By the time of the 
Homestead Act in 1862, it was down to 40 acres," he 
said.

The first zoning in Fabius Township became effective 
in May 1945. What seems to be the first zoning 
ordinance became effective in August 1960. It 
provided for only two districts. District No. 1 was 
“Residential and Resort” and included all lands 
adjacent to Pleasant, Little Pleasant, Clear, Corey,
 Kaiser, and Long Lakes. District No. 2 “Agricultural and
Industrial” included everything else.

Article provided by Angela Birdsall, SJCGS

Some more helpful links to the past

Celtic Life International last seen in MGC Newsletter 
in Volume 36 Issue 4

https://celticlifeintl.com/
A Magazine website that has information regarding 
Irish/Scottish topics from history to recipes both 
current and past. 2500 years ago, tens of thousands 
of nomadic Celts roamed across Europe, eventually 
settling along the continent’s western coastline. 
Though without kingdom nor hierarchy, they were 
larger than both the Roman and Greek Empires.

Today, their descendants number in the hundreds of 
millions, and can be found in every corner of the 
planet.

Bureau of Land Management(BLM), General Land 
Office (GLO) Records Automation web site in MGC 
Newsletter in Volume 36 Issue 2

https://glorecords.blm.gov/ 
The Bureau of Land Management’s general land office
(GLO) records automated website provides access to 
federal land conveyance records for the public land 
states. It provides image access to more than three 
million federal land title records for eastern public 
land states, issued between 1820-1908. The Public 
Land States are lands now embraced in the states of 
Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Florida Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas , Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

If your ancestor received bounty land from the 
government for military service, you will be able to 
see the image of the original patent describing the 
location and legal description of the land and 
information about the patentee’s military service. This
is especially valuable where a suspected 1812 soldier 
didn’t have a pension, but did have a Bounty Land 
Warrant. 
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Figure 1: Bill and Kay Hokanson did a presentation "Surveying 
& Selling the Northwest Territory" for the St. Joseph County 
Genealogical Society (SJCGS). Bill Hokanson holds a Gunter's 
chain, an old surveyor's tool, on loan from Mostrom & 
Associates.
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Library of Michigan

Adam Oster
Community Engagement 
Librarian 
Library of Michigan

Library of Michigan Updates

July 2021

Hello Everyone!
 
With the COVID19 restrictions on State of Michigan buildings, the Library of Michigan remains closed to the 
public for the time being. Library staff continue to work remotely and are available to answer questions as best 
we can. Any updates on building access will be announced on the library’s website and social media accounts: 
www.Michigan.gov/LibraryofMichigan.
 
In our previous update in April, my colleague Matt Pacer alerted everyone to remote access to several of the 
library’s family history databases. Since then, we have expanded the selection of digital resources for remote 
access, including:
 

• Black Life in America (NewsBank)
• Black Thought and Culture (Alexander Street)
• Detroit News Historical (1873-1999), MLive publications, and more (NewsBank)
• Heritage Hub (Newsbank)
• Michigan Digital Sanborn Maps, 1867-1970
• ProQuest Ethnic NewsWatch
• ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Michigan Chronicle, 1936 – 2010
• ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Globe and Mail (Toronto)

The complete list and links may be found at www.Michigan.gov/FamilyHistory and are accessible through a 
Library of Michigan library card. Don’t have a card? Apply online at www.Michigan.gov/LibraryCard. 
 
Starting in June, library staff introduced a monthly Family History Virtual Series for anyone interested in 
enhancing their family history research skills. Sessions range from formal presentations that focus on 
individual topics (e.g. Ancestry.com, MyHeritage) to more informal virtual study hall gatherings where 
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can ask questions with library staff and work collectively to break down brick walls in their research. Anyone 
can participate in the Family History Virtual Series, though registration is required so we can send attendees the
login information for the Zoom sessions. A complete listing of sessions and the link to the registration form may 
be found at www.Michigan.gov/FamilyHistory. 

Library staff continue providing virtual presentations to a variety of libraries, historical societies, family 
history groups throughout Michigan. Past programs over the last few months have been for the Zeeland 
Genealogy Study Group, Ionia County Genealogical Society, Caro Area District Library, and several others. A 
really unique one was for the Truckee Meadows Community College Library’s Open Genealogy Lab that is 
located in Reno, Nevada. Any organization who wishes to have a program from Library of Michigan staff should 
contact us at Librarian@Michigan.gov.
 
Two new employees have joined the ranks of the Library of Michigan’s Special Collections staff. Mindy Babarskis
is the library’s new Reference/Michigan Collection Librarian, previously serving as a Reference and Instruction 
Librarian at Lansing Community College’s Library. Grace Morris joins us as the library’s Reference/Digitization 
Librarian, having spent several years as an Imaging/Digitization Specialist for Michigan State University Libraries.
Both are getting acclimated to their new roles and look forward to serving you at the Library of Michigan.

The Library of Michigan has also launched the Special Collections Update, a biweekly email news bulletin that 
showcases collections and services of the Library of Michigan’s Special Collections. Learn more about individual 
resources, upcoming programs, and more. You can sign up by going to www.Michigan.gov/LibraryofMichigan  ,   
submitting your email address in the “For more news from the Library of Michigan” box at the bottom of the 
page, and select “Special Collections Update” from the list of Subscription Topics.

As always, send your questions to 
Librarian@Michigan.gov or call us at 517-335-1477.

Take care!
Adam Oster
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Archives of Michigan and 
Abrams Foundation 
Historical Collection

Kris W. Rzepczynski, 
Senior Archivist
Archives of Michigan

Archives of Michigan News and Notes July 2021

Summer is here! We can now look forward to 
hopefully seeing everyone again in-person
later this year. We have a lot going on here at the 
Archives of Michigan, here are a few highlights:

Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar
We are thrilled to be hosting Judy G. Russell, JD, CG, 
CGL, “The Legal Genealogist,” for this year’s event. 
Hosted by the Archives of Michigan and Michigan 
Genealogical Council, the Barbara J. Brown Family 
History Seminar is generously supported by the 
Abrams Foundation. Registration information and the 
full program schedule can be found online at:
https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-
85148_98951-523785--,00.html. 

We look forward to seeing everyone – virtually – next 
month! 

Despite being closed to the public, the 
Archives of Michigan continues to add new source
material to our holdings, particularly local 
government records. New archival collections this 
year include:

• Oakland County Tax Rolls, 1956-1999 / RG 
2021-35

• Ionia County Probate Records, 1859-1966 / 
RG 2021-23

In addition to the original source material above, the 
Archives continues to add new published material to 
the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection. New 
additions include: 

• Hamilton County, Ohio Roman Catholic 
Baptism Records: 1860-1869 [2 vols.] / 
Jeffrey Herbert / 2019 / Call number: F 
497 .H2 H4426 2019

• Family Maps of Delaware County, Indiana / 
Gregory A. Boyd / 2010 / Call number: 
F532 .D3 B69 2010

• Gleanings from Rhode Island Town Records: 
Exeter Town Council Records, 1771-1794 
/Rhode Island Genealogical Society / 2019 / 
Call number: F 89 .E9 M38 2019

• Early Church Records of Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania [3 vols.] / John P. Launey / 2007/
Call number: F 157 .D3 L28 2007

The Archives thanks our generous donors, supporters 
and friends, including, of course, the Abrams
Foundation and the Michigan Genealogical Council.

As always, please contact us at:

archives@michigan.gov 

with any questions about the Archives and our 
collections, services or digitization projects. Reference
staff will be happy to assist you, we look forward to 
seeing you all again soon

Thank you, Kris W. Rzepczynski
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Both Delegate/Board Meetings are being held 
virtually until further notice.

Delegate Meetings (Currently Virtual)
Delegate Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday in September, November, January, March, May 
and July at 11 am in the Forum of the Michigan 
Historical Center at:
702 West Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI 48915

Boards Meetings (Currently Virtual)
Board Meetings meet in the Commission Room of the 
Michigan Historical Center 5th Floor, Archives on the second
Thursday of every month at 9 am on Delegate meeting 
months and at 10 am on non-Delegate meeting months.

Any change in date and time will be posted at mimgc.org.

Michigan Library and Historical Center

Due to the COVID-19 situation, the Michigan 
History Museum remains closed to the public 
until at least September 1, 2021. The museum will 
re-open once we can ensure the safety of visitors and 
staff. Scheduled state days off thru September 1 are:

• Independence Day

We will provide more information as we know.

Archives of Michigan
Reference Desk Hours By Email or Phone
8 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday
Phone: (517) 335-2576
Email archives@michigan.gov
Virtual Consultation:
https://www.jotform.com/201495506848059 
Visit our web site at:
www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi and
www.  michiganolog  y.org  

Another Request from the Editor!

Over the past three issues the Newsletter staff has 
introduced several new columns that we would like to add 
new logos in each newsletter to introduce them instead of 
boring bolded text headings.

The new columns that we would like to create 
logos for are the following columns:

• On The Shelf
• Bookmark Me Now
• The County Corner
• Heritage Town Hall
• And while we are at it “Featured Society”

The only criteria we ask is that they be no longer that a half
page column wide (3.5 inches) and that they be less than 
an inch high. They should only be black and white or 
shades of grey – no colors please. Any submissions will be 
reviewed by the newsletter staff. 

Library of Michigan
10 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday 
By email or phone
Email librarian@michigan.gov
Phone: (517) 335-1477
Visit our website at:
www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan

Michigan History Museum
The Michigan History Museum remains closed to the 
public and will re-open once we can ensure the safety
of visitors and staff.

Visit our Web site at:
www.michigan.gov/  museum  
For more information call:
(517) 335-2573

16

http://mimgc.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/museum
http://www.michigan.gov/museum
http://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
http://www.michiganology.org/
http://www.michiganology.org/
http://www.michiganology.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
https://www.jotform.com/201495506848059
mailto:archives@michigan.gov


Volume 45 Issue 3 Michigan Genealogical Council Newsletter Summer 2021

Michigan Genealogical Council
Founded in 1972, the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) is an organization composed of delegates from each member society. It’s objectives are to lo-
cate, preserve, publish and deposit in suitable repositories records of value to genealogists and to initiate activities which encourage and assist those who
are involved in genealogical research. Meetings are help in the Forum of the Library of Michigan and Historical Center, 702 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 
48909 on the second Thursday in September, November, January, March, May and July. Board meetings are held at the Archives of Michigan, on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month. Membership is open to any Michigan genealogical or family history society, amateur or professional, with a primary interest
in genealogy. Dues are no longer calculated on a “per person” basis, but rather a flat rate based on general society membership at the close of their fiscal 
year.  Checks should be made payable to the Michigan Genealogical Council and mailed to MGC, PO. Box 80953, Lansing, MI, 
48908-0953, Website: w  ww.mimgc.org  

The Newsletter is published quarterly by the Michigan Genealogical Council. Member society delegates and presidents are notified by e-mail when a new 
issue is available online. Content for Winter issue due December 15, Spring March 15, Summer June 15, Fall September 15. Email newsletter items to 
MGC Editor: newsletter@mimgc.org. Or send to PO. Box 80953, Lansing, MI, 48908-0953. Permission to reprint a signed article should be obtained
directly from the author. Unsigned material may be reprinted without permission provided the newsletter is given credit.  See website for additional de-
tails at mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=16. 

President Rozlyn Kelly
Farmington Genealogy Society

Vice President Judy Nimer Muhn 
Oakland County Genealogical Society

Recording Secretary Chelsea Johnson
Board Meetings Calhoun County Genealogical Society

Recording Secretary Sue Irvine
Delegate Meetings Western Michigan Genealogical Society

Corresponding Tom Koselka
Secretary MGC Past President

Treasurer Jill O’Sullivan 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan

Director 2022 Daniel Earl
French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan

Director 2023 Larry Noyes
Genealogical Society of Isabella County

Director 2024 Melissa Kendzierski 
Charlevoix County Genealogical Society 

Committee Chairpersons and Appointments

Archivist Connie Olson, MGC Past President

Library of Michigan Tim Gleisner 
Liaison 702 W. Kalamazoo St, Lansing, MI 48915

Archives of Kris Rzepczynski 
Michigan Liaison 702 W. Kalamazoo St, Lansing, MI 48915

Public Records Derek Blount 
Access and Records Detroit Society of Genealogical Research
Preservation

Awards Barb Curtindale
Gladwin County Genealogical Society, Inc.

Distribution and Sam Pardee
Marketing Ingham County Genealogical Society

Central Mail Sam Pardee 
Ingham County Genealogical Society

Membership John Pierce
Ionia County Genealogical Society

Nominations Elected Directors

Historian Barb Curtindale
Gladwin County Genealogical Society, Inc.

Newsletter Paul Roltsch
Waterford Genealogical Society

Media Judy Sheldon
Communications Huron Shores Genealogical Society

Finance/Budget Jill O’Sullivan
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan

Continuing Daniel Earl 
Education French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan

Webmaster Tom Koselka, MGC Past President

NGS Delegate Tom Koselka, MGC Past President

Projects Roger Moffat
Western Michigan Genealogical Society 

Past President Brenda Leyndyke, MGC Past Resident
Advisor

Lucy Mary Kellogg Jessica Trotter
Chair Lansing Area African American Genealogical 

Society

Pre-Statehood and Kim Smith
First Family Waterford Genealogical Society 
Certificates
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Links from Past Issues

We are revisiting links from newsletters past in an 
effort to review links that we may have forgotten. 
Hopefully in revisiting these links we can re-find 
hidden gems.

WeRelate last appeared in MGC Newsletter in 
Volume 37 Issue 3

https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Main_Page 
WeRelate is different from most family tree websites. 
We take a shared approach to genealogy. By 
contributing to WeRelate you are helping to build a 
unified family tree containing the best information 
from all contributors. 

WeRelate is a free public-service wiki for genealogy 
sponsored by the Foundation for On-Line Genealogy 
formerly in partnership with the Allen County Public 
Library. It has pages for over 2,990,000 people and 
growing. WeRelate is supported by volunteers and 
your tax-deductible donations. 

Center for Black Genealogy last appeared in MGC 
Newsletter in Volume 37 Issue 3

http://www.centerforblackgenealogy.org/ 
The Center for Black Genealogy is an innovative 
educational, historical and cultural institution 
dedicated to using genealogy to positively impact 
communities around the globe. The Center will 
support cultural enrichment at all levels of education. 

The Center will conduct and promote genealogical & 
historical research, conduct educational programs, 
promote excellence in genealogical & historical 
research, promote genealogy in schools, and preserve
genealogical and historical records in America, Africa 
and wherever people of African descent live.
 

The Center services will include youth programs, 
workshops, conferences, classes, publishing, research,
and online programs vital to the genealogical 
community.
 

Center’s facilities will consist of a library, archives, 

museum, classrooms, preservation lab and oral 
history studio.
 

History Remembered last appeared in MGC 
Newsletter in Volume 38 Issue 2

http://historyremembered.org/ 
In spite of advancements in travel, communication, 
and technology, life events sometimes change very 
little. The people who are no longer with us faced life,
death, hardships, war, and success and failure much 
as we do today.

We believe that their communities, their homes, their
cemeteries, their accomplishments, the monuments 
dedicated in their honor, and their lives deserve to be 
remembered and their story told in the same way as if
they were telling the story themselves. We hope to 
help today’s generation’s get in touch with the past, 
with those no longer with us, and share their 
contributions to history.

Tennessee Secretary of State Tennessee Bible 
Records last appeared in MGC Newsletter in Volume 
38 Issue 4

https://tnsos.net/TSLA/Bibleproject/ 
Before the 20th century, Tennessee and many other 
states did not keep comprehensive records of births, 
marriages, and deaths. Families recorded their own 
vital records in family Bibles that were passed down 
through generations. The Tennessee State Library and 
Archives holds hundreds of family Bible records in 
several formats and within many collections. 

The Bible records featured here were taken from 
photocopies in TSLA’s vertical files; additional records 
will be added as they are donated or discovered in 
manuscripts collections. The bulk of the records in 
this collection date between the late 18th and early 
20th century.  

Many prominent Tennessee families are represented 
here; some records even include the names of 
families’ slaves. 
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Links from this Issue

Page 1:
• Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar

◦ www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi  
Page 3: 

• Cornish American Heritage Society
◦ http://cousinjack.org/  

• Waterford Genealogical Society
◦ https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/  

• Western Michigan Genealogical Society
◦ https://wmgs.org/  

Page 5:
• Pioneer Certificate Program

◦ https://mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=122  

Page 6:
• Email: societies@familytreemaker.com

Page 7:

• NGS Announces Its 2021 Awards &            
Competition Honorees

◦ https://upfront.ngsgenealogy.org/  
2021/05/ngs-announces-its-2021-
awards.html

• German Heritage in Letters
◦ https://germanletters.org/  

Page 9:
• WorldCat

◦ https://www.worldcat.org/  
• MOCAVO/FindMyPast

◦ https://www.findmypast.com/  
◦ https://www.findmypast.com/page/mocavo  

Page 14:
• Library of Michigan

◦ https://www.michigan.gov/  
libraryofmichigan/

• Family History
◦ https://www.michgan.gov/FamilyHistory/  

• Library Cards – Library of Michigan
◦ https://www.michigan.gov/LibraryCard  

Page 16:
• Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar

◦ https://michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-  
85148_98951-523785--,00.html

Page 17:
• Michigan Genealogical Council

◦ https://mimgc.org/  
• Archives of Michigan Virtual Consultation

◦ https://www.jotform.com/  
201495506848059

• Archives of Michigan
◦ https://michigan.gov/archivesofm  i  /  

• Michiganology
◦ https://michiganology.com  

• Library of Michigan
◦ https://michigan.gov/LibraryofMichigan  

• Michigsan Natural History Museum
◦ htttps://michigns.gov/museum  

Page 18:

• WeRelate
◦ https://www.werelate.org/wiki/  

Main_Page 
• Center for Black Genealogy 

◦ http://www.centerforblackgenealogy.org/   
• History Remembered 

◦ http://historyremembered.org/   
• Tennessee Secretary of State Tennessee Bible 

Records
◦ https://tnsos.net/TSLA/Bibleproject/  

Page 20:
• GRIPITT 2021

◦ https://gripitt.org/registration  
• IGHR2021

◦ https://ighr.gagensociety/ighr-courses  
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Thanks from the Editor!

Please feel free to email me at 
newsletter@mimgc.org and send me articles and 
story ideas, society news/events, and even zoom 
meeting invitations.

Thank you to all the societies who sent me 
articles from themselves or their societies– it is 
appreciated and I look forward to many more in 
the future.

I will always accept articles – if I get to many for 
one month I may have to hold it for a succeeding 
issue.
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Events

Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar
Sponsored by the Archives of Michigan

July 9-10, 2021
Featuring Judy G. Russell JD, CG, CGL

“The Legal Genealogist”
For more details see Psges 1, 4 and 5

GRIP  2021
Genealogial Research Institute of Pittsburgh

July 11-16, 2021 and August 22-27, 2021
https://gripitt.org/registration

Wait Lists are in place

IGHR 2021
Institute of Genealogy and Historic Research

July 24-July 30, 2021
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/ighr-courses

MGC Fall Family History Virtual Event 
September 18, 2021

Virtual seminar/Save the Date
Watch the mimgc.org website for more info

Speaker: Bernice Bennett
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