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And the winner is… 2021 Lucy Mary Kellogg Award
Each year the Michigan Genealogical Council asks our member
societies to submit the names of their most active and influential
members, who have dedicated their lives to genealogical research
and contributed to their communities through their leadership
and service in the field. We honor one of these nominees each
year with a ceremony, award certificate, and $50 in their name to
the Archives of Michigan, the Library of Michigan, and the
genealogical or historical organization (or library) of their choice.
We were proud of our small but mighty pool of candidates in
2021—despite the continued pandemic. We were honored to
Verna and Melvin Holley
have three judges—M. Christine Byron (author and retired local
history librarian from Grand Rapids Public Library), Michigan National Guard Colonel (Retired) James
Spackman (Fort Custer Historical Society), and Kirsten Wellnitz (Managing Librarian at the Alice & Jack
Wirt Library in Bay City, Michigan)—to help us with this process.
This year’s Lucy Mary Kellogg honoree impressed the judges with the breadth of service to their society
and community. Both in the range of their writing and through mentoring beginning genealogists. But
they were also struck by the honoree’s work with the History Makers Project—participating in
interviews documenting genealogical information including family history, personal history, and the
history of the African American Community that are now housed at the Library of Congress.
The Michigan Genealogical Council is honored to present the 2021 Lucy Mary Kellogg Award to Mr.
Melvin J. Holley of the Lansing Area African American Genealogical Society (LAAAGS).
Mr. Holley has worked for over three decades to connect people to their ancestors. He has been a
member of LAAAGS for more than 20 years serving many roles including multiple terms as
President. He has been an educator for LAAAGS members as well as mentoring researchers in the
greater community. He has also presented for the Lansing Family History Center’s annual
genealogy workshop.
He has also been the lead writer on a LAAAGS book project--authoring over 50 articles on early
settlers, businesses, religious institutions, education, and social entities on Lansing’s African
American community. And he is an ambassador for the importance of learning African American
history through his participation in the Earl Nelson Singers, who seek to preserve the early
traditional spiritual and gospel music of enslaved people.
- continued on Page 5
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President’s Message
Happy New Year!
Wow. 2022. We made it through another year and what a year it was. There was sadness, there were
losses, and there was distance. But there were also connections, joys and celebrations, and creative
approaches and solutions. We continued to adjust and adapt to living through a pandemic. Despite the
challenges, thanks to each of you, we persevered.
This past year we were able to maintain our regularly scheduled Board and Delegate meetings virtually
via Zoom, which has become a necessary, beneficial and very familiar technology. We couldn’t have
continued without it. Virtual meetings have enabled us to maintain our connections with each other,
hear from excellent speakers, and share information within the genealogical community.
In July the Archives of Michigan held its Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar virtually with speaker
Judy Russell. We were happy to partner with them. In September we held our Fall Family History Virtual
Seminar with speaker Bernice Alexander Bennett. Excellent genealogical speakers such as Bernice and
Judy know how to make their presentations educational, informative, and enjoyable for all who attend,
no matter the specific topic. We are very fortunate to be able to host such national speakers. Thank you
to all who were able to attend. Information on this year’s seminars will be forthcoming in the spring.
At our November Delegate meeting the Lucy Mary Kellogg Award was presented virtually to Melvin J.
Holley. He was also acknowledged at his virtual Lansing Area African American Genealogy Society
meeting. We will celebrate both the 2021 and 2020 awardees when we return to in-person meetings.
When to return to in-person and/or hybrid meetings has been a frequent topic of discussion. A poll of
our November Delegate meeting attendees showed some are holding hybrid meetings, and that most
societies are meeting virtually and are undecided on when to return to in-person meetings. In the
interest of proceeding with caution we will continue to meet virtually at least through May, and will
revisit the issue again in the spring.
This year marks the 50th Anniversary of Michigan Genealogical Council! What a milestone of
achievement! Watch for special articles in each of our newsletters this year about the founding and
growth of MGC over the years. We will celebrate the 50th Anniversary at our April Delegate meeting.
We look forward to seeing you at our Delegate meetings and hearing from some great speakers. We
also look forward to the release of the 1950 US Census in April. Watch for more information on this and
how to host hybrid meetings. And there are more ideas and plans underway to assist your societies in
2022. As always, if you have any questions or suggestions, please let us know.
All the best to you in the New Year!
Rozlyn Kelly, President
Michigan Genealogical Council
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Waterford Public Library (Community Room)
5168 Civic Center Dr, Waterford Twp, MI 48329

Society News/Events
All programs listed should be verified to make
sure they are still happening – all societies
having these programs have given their
permission to list them here. All programs here
are Zoom meetings, unless otherwise indicated:

Our meetings are on the first Wednesday of the
month from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the community
room as mentioned above.
Another note to anyone interested in our
Annual Genealogical Lock-In – we have a date
scheduled - April 30, 2022. More information to
follow.

From: Oakland County Genealogical Society:
Date:
Time:
Speaker:
Topic:

January 4, 2022
7:00 pm
Kris Rzepczynski
“Michigan Online: Family
History Tools for the Great
Lakes State”

Date:
Time:
Speaker:
Topic:

February 1, 2022
7:00
Katherine R Willson –
“And There I Take My Stand:
Women’s Suffrage in Michigan”

Date:
Time:
Speaker:
Topic:

March 1, 2022
7:00 pm
Tom Koselka –
“Finding Records of Your Detroit
and Wayne County Ancestors”

Date:
Time:
Speaker:
Topic:

April 5, 2022
7:00 pm
Gary Wilkes
“Helpful Sources for AfricanAmerican Genealogy”

Winter 2022

For more information – check out their website
at: https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/
From Farmington Genealogical Society:
The presentation starts after a welcome and a
few announcements and comments, usually
after about 15 minutes. We do prefer
attendees arrive at 6:30, as we do take a
moment to acknowledge visitors and new
members. Registration is not required for
in-person meetings, and we do request masks
and practice social distancing. In-person restarts with February Meeting.
For more information check out our website at:
https://mifarmgs.org/
Date:
Time:
Topic:

Instructor:
For more information regarding these
presentations and to register, go to
ocgsmi.org/events or on Facebook (ocgsmi)

Tuesday, January 18, 2022
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
What Did Grandma Do?
Women's Titles and
Occupations
Lori Fox

Watch our website for registration instructions,
usually posted about a week before the
meeting.

Date:
Time:
Topic:

From Waterford Genealogical Society:
Currently, Waterford Genealogical Society
(WGS) meetings are in person and are held at:

Location:

3

February 15, 2022
6:30 to 8:30 pm
Remember the Maine! The
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March 15, 2022
6:30 to 8:30 pm
Irish Catholic Pioneers of
Michigan (1828 - 1860)
Abigail Eynon, past President of
the Irish Genealogical Society of
Michigan
Farmington Community Library
23500 Liberty Street

Date:

March 27, 2022

Time:
Lecture:

1:45 pm
40+ Sources for Finding Maiden
Names
Katherine Willson

Speaker:
Time:
Class:
Instructor:

From Genealogical Society of Washtenaw
County

Winter 2022

3:15 pm
Irish Pioneers of Washtenaw
County
Abigail Eynon

Date: April 24, 2022

GSWC meetings get underway at 1:30 pm with
a short business meeting, announcements,
recognition of newcomers and breakthroughs.
Lectures generally begin about 1:45 pm. Classes
follow a 10-15 minute break after the Lecture –
about 3:15 pm. Their meetings are conducted
online with Zoom. Members are sent a link to
the meeting. Guests may request an invitation
by emailing info@washtenawgenealogy.org by
3 days before the meeting, please.

Time:
Lecture:
Speaker:

1:45 pm
Black Sheep of the Family
Jessica Trotter

Time:
Class:

3:15 pm
Sources: The Good, The Bad &
The Ugly
Cynthia Grostick

Instructor:

For more information about these presentations,
go to their website at:

Date:

January 23, 2022

https://washtenawgenealogy.org/

Time:
Topic:

1:30 pm
Using Evernote & One Note for
Genealogy 1:30
Grace Wilfong

From the Northville Genealogical Society:

Speaker:
Time:
Topic:
Instructor:

3:15 pm
Family Search Part 1 –
familysearch.org
Mike Gerding

Date:

February 27, 2022

Time:
Lecture:

1:45 PM
African American History in
Washtenaw County
Matt Siegfried

Speaker:
Time:
Class:
Instructor:

If you are not a member and would like to join a
meeting, contact nvgen1@gmail.com for the
link.
Date:
Time:
Topic:

3:15 pm
Family Search Part 2
www.familysearch.org
Mike Gerding

Speaker:

January 9, 2022
3:00 pm
Voting Records: Genealogy’s
Best Kept Secret
Pam Vestal (Zoom)

Date:
Time:
Topic:
Speaker:

February 13, 2022
3:00 pm
Breaking Down Brick Walls
Daniel Fantore

For more information about these programs
check at: https://nvgensoc.org/
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Pioneer Certificate Program

Continued from Page 1
As one of his supporters noted, “Melvin J.
Holley acts as the “elder statesman” of
our society. We rely on him to keep the
bar high for our research and scholarship.
He encourages us to question and dive
deeper.”

The Pioneer Certificate Program has been so
popular this year that the committee has had to
order more pins!
An improved application is in the works, just a
few tweaks to make it easier to follow. Plans
are also underway to add an instructional video
to help those not familiar with the genealogical
application process. Documentation and the
correct kind of sources is important.

Melvin J. Holley was born on January 27, 1933
in Detroit, Michigan to Ethel Lee Jones Holley
and Major Q. Holley and to a family of eight
children. Mr. Holley attended Higginbotham
Elementary School and then transferred to Post
Intermediate Academy in 1945 before
graduating from Cass Technical High School in
1951. He enrolled in Michigan State University
and earned his B.A. degree in history in 1976.
In 1953, at the age of twenty, Mr. Holley was
drafted into the United States Army. He
attended the Army Radar School in Texas until
1954 when he was sent to England where he
served his first tour of duty. In 1955, he
returned to the United Sates and worked briefly
for the Detroit Department of Street Railways.
He joined the Michigan National Guard in
October 1956 and served almost four decades
as a military technician. Mr. Holley retired in
1991 with the rank of Chief Warrant Officer 4.
After retirement he became interested in
genealogy and started pursuing his own family
history.

Former State DAR Regent Gina LaCroix, and
member of the Waterford-based Lydia Potter
Barnes Chapter, recently shared her official
signing of her applications with that
society. She now has 20 applications approved,
a combination of Pre-Statehood and First
Families. An interesting genealogical discovery
was that her ancestor for the Pre-Statehood
Certificate was in the same direct line as her
Revolutionary War Patriot!

Mr. Holley is a member of the Religious
Conference Management Association, United
Conferences for Men and Greater Lansing Youth
for Christ organizations. Mr. Holley lives in
Lansing, Michigan and is married to Verna
Holley. They have three adult children: Mark,
Timothy, and Millicent.

Kim Smith
Pioneer Certificate Chair

For information regarding our 2022 Lucy Mary
Kellogg Award please refer to the following link:
https://mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=14
Submission Deadline for consideration for the
2022 Award is May 31, 2022
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Southwestern Michigan – Victor and Bernice
Reisig and representing the State Library – Richard
Hathaway and Mary Jane Trout.

The Michigan Genealogical Council has hit the half
century mark as an active organization in this
Great Lakes State. We are still going strong
although we are having to resort to ZOOM
meetings of the Board and Delegates, due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. Thanks to our Board
members and the Staff of the Archives of
Michigan and the Library of Michigan we still
present Seminars via ZOOM. We are having a
successful Pioneer Certificate program,
anticipating continual responses in applications to
honor their pioneer ancestor(s). Pre-statehood
certificates and pins are for anytime prior to
January 26, 1837, and the First Families is for
January 26, 1837 -December 31, 1880.
Applications are $25 non-refundable. To see and
download the information, directions and forms
please go to the council website www.mimgc.org
and check it out on the main menu.

On that day under the leadership of Wayne
Seltzer this organizational statement was
formulated; (1.) The organization shall be known
as the Michigan Genealogical Council. (2.)
Membership: A maximum of two representatives
can be sent by established genealogical societies,
societies concerned with genealogical pursuits, i.e.
patriotic, ethnic, etc., libraries of historical
societies with large genealogical collections. (The
last two have since been depleted(sic). (3.) The
Responsibilities of the Council: The Council shall
act in an advisory capacity; however, its
suggestions shall not be binding upon member
societies. (4.) General Purpose: Through
cooperation and coordination to further the
pursuit of family history and to act as a clearing
house for news and activities of the state societies
and other interested organizations.
At the following meeting, temporary chairman,
Wayne Seltzer, became President, Victor Reisig,
Vice President and Mary Jane Trout became
Secretary. (We had no need for a Treasurer.)
Committees were named and members
appointed, and we were “off and running!”

The Michigan Genealogical Council Newsletter of
May 1982 had the article below as the front page
of issue 26. And it was again printed in Volume 36
issue 2 Spring 2012. For all of you who are new to
this endeavor of Genealogy and the MGC we
retype it here for you to read a bit of our
beginning history again.

Reflecting over our activities of those ten years,
three major projects stand out: our first
publication “Index to the 1850 Federal Population
Census of Michigan”, our Centennial Certificate
and annual seminars. These were stellar
accomplishments for a fledgling organization. Not
only did we distinguish our name, but we
established our treasury as well and Yulon Smith
was elected to be our treasurer.

MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL COUNCIL CELEBRATES
10TH ANNIVERSARY (article from 1982)
On April 6, 1972, delegates from ten genealogical
societies met at the State Library in Lansing for
the purpose of organizing a coordinating body.
Those present were: Bay County Genealogical
Society-Marjery Dove and Hilda Taylor; Dearborn
Genealogical Society – Marian Parkhurst; Detroit
Society for Genealogical Research – Lucy Mary
Kellogg, Harriet M. Wheeler and Peter
Schaldenbrand; Flint Genealogical Society –
Wayne Seltzer and H.O. Dexter; Kalamazoo Valley
Genealogical Society – Richard Welch; MidMichigan Genealogical Society – Kathryn Warner,
Arthur W. Farrall, and Donald de Zeeuw; Owosso
Genealogical Society – Dorothy Mastrodonato;
Saginaw Genealogical Society – Ruth F. Zorn,
Mattie Crump and Flora Jacquish; Western
Michigan Genealogical Society – Ruth Evans and
Phyllis Thwaites; the Genealogical Association of

On May 13, Council members and friends will be
celebrating this 10th anniversary. Mary Jane Trout
and Fern de Zeuw are co-chairmen for the
occasion and have made plans to make it a
memorable one.
CONGRATULATIONS, MICHIGAN GENEALOGICAL
COUNCIL! Your member societies are proud of
you!
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Bookmark Me Now

https://moonswings.files.wordpress.com/2021/
01/genealogy-on-facebook-jan-2021.pdf

We would like to introduce you to a variety of
internet sources available for genealogical
research. While many have said that using the
internet for genealogy research is like looking at
the tip of the iceberg and that more in-depth
research must still be done in libraries, archives,
and courthouses, this series offers some useful
sources that you may have never heard about or
used. Be sure to visit each suggested link - you
never know what you may discover.

There is a clickable table of contents at the
beginning of the list, starting with U.S. states &
territories in the first section, other countries in
the second section, and various categories in
the third section (adoption, African American,
Jewish, surnames, etc.). Clicking an entry in the
table of contents will take you directly to that
category within the list, and clicking a link will
take you directly to that Facebook page/group.
Please note that, as of January 2021, all future
updates and maintenance of the list is being
handled by Cyndi Ingle of Cyndi’s List at
https://cyndislist.com/facebook/. Thank you,
Cyndi!

Genealogy on Facebook List
Website:
Katherine R. Willson of Dexter, Michigan is an
engaging & dynamic genealogy lecturer at local,
regional, and national conferences; an educator
teaching beginning, intermediate, and advanced
genealogy classes in Michigan since 2001; the
author of The Genealogist’s Guide to Grand
Rapids, Michigan (published in 2018 by The InDepth Genealogist), and a professional
researcher for private clients.

Facebook for Canadian Genealogy
Gail Dever has a broader Canadian list that
includes French-speaking groups & pages that
can be downloaded at Facebook for Canadian
Genealogy,

Katherine’s past genealogical society positions
have included:








Virtual Genealogical Society
Founder/President (2018-2020)
Michigan Genealogical Council – VicePresident (2016-2017) & President (20182019)
Association of Professional Genealogists –
Board of Directors (2018-2019)
Federation of Genealogical Societies –
Conference Publicity Chair (2019)
Genealogical Speakers Guild – Secretary
(2018-2019)
Genealogical Research Institute of
Pittsburgh – Social Media Chair (2018-2019)

Facebook for Australian History and Genealogy
Alona Tester has an Australian list that can be
downloaded at Facebook for Australian History
& Genealogy.
Article provided by:
Megan Heyl, owner of Hunting Down History at:
HuntingDownHistory.wordpress.com

Download the 436-page PDF file containing
16,700+ links (updated in January 2021) to
genealogy & history Facebook groups/pages (in
English) here: “Genealogy on Facebook” List at:
7
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Michigan. More information on the event will
be published on our website in the coming
months.

On the Shelf
This is the next in a series of featured columns
where we are discussing genealogical books
available at state and local libraries. We
currently have columns provided by the Library
of Michigan and the Archives of Michigan.

Below are a few interesting books that are in
the Michigan Collection at the Library of
Michigan. There are many more wonderful
books available at the Library of Michigan
covering Michigan History, People, and
Places. If these books are not available at your
local library, try using the interlibrary loan
service called MeLCat. Your local public library
will be able to help you request one of the
books.

Library of Michigan
Hello from the Library of Michigan! Winter is
here, but you would not know it by today’s
weather. Windy and warm, but snow will be
back. In case you have not heard, we are open
our regular hours of Monday through Friday
10am to 5pm and Saturdays from 10am to 4pm.
Your Library of Michigan library card provides
you access to many databases. As a Michigan
resident, you can get a library card from the
Library of Michigan. Please visit the following
website for more information: Library of
Michigan - Get a Library Card.

A Ghost amongst Ghost Towns: The History of
Lincoln, Michigan by James Fay, 2011. You do
not need to go west to learn about ghost towns.
Fay followed a childhood passion later in life to
research and learn about the village of Lincoln.
This books recounts as best as possible it’s
history.

To see a complete list of databases that your
Library of Michigan library provides access to,
please view the following website:
www.michigan.gov/familyhistory. Scroll to the
section on Family History Databases. The only
change that library staff are aware of currently
is that remote access to ancestry will no longer
work after December 2021. You will still be able
to access it in the building. So, if you are a
Michigan resident and do not have a card, stop
by the website to apply for a digital library card
at the first link above.

Making Music: Hope College’s Music
Department, A History by Marc Baer and Alison
Utting, 2020. A well-researched and
documented history of the Hope College Music
Department from its foundation through the
present. The authors place the story of the
Music College with the larger framework of the
College and its development. Readers will find
the faculty listing at the end of the book most
useful for family history research since it
provides not only dates of employment, but
also the position held during employment.

Library staff completed the calendar of
programs for next year. You can view the list of
programs at the following website: Library of
Michigan - Programs For The Public. Please note
that some of the programs does require
registration. A registration link is part of the
program description. Please stay tuned in early
January for the announcement of the 2022
Michigan Notable Books list. Each year the
Library of Michigan honors Michigan authors
and books about Michigan. Also, next year the
event called Night For Notables that highlights
those honored authors and books will take
place on November 30th at the Library of

Good Harbor Michigan: The Story and the
People by Norbert Bufka, 2014. This book tells
the history of Good Harbor from 1850-1931.
Each chapter focuses on a specific aspect of the
town such as the people, shipping, schools, etc.
Most helpful are the local cemetery readings
contained at the end of the book.
Donations continue to arrive, and staff work
diligently to process them. One donation that I
want to highlight is the high school yearbook
donation. In late 2019, the Library of Michigan
received over 70 boxes of Michigan high school,
university, college yearbooks. We are moving as
8
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and Dutchess County, New York area researchers.
It is now available to researchers as part of the
Abrams Foundation Historical Collection at the
Archives of Michigan (Call number: F 129 .C627
S36 2015 v.1). To date, other volumes in the
series cover the years 1850-1852 and 1852-1855.

fast as we can to get these valuable research
tools into our collection. The schools
represented in the collection are mostly from
southeast Michigan.
Through our website you can search our library
catalog and locate the books mentioned above.
If you don’t want to access the catalog through
the Library of Michigan website, you can
navigate there directly by typing the following
address in a browser: www.answercat.org. It is
important to make the catalog your friend as
you start your research journey. The catalog will
tell you what we have on our shelves and where
it is located. Please do not hesitate to contact
us through email or phone:
librarian@michigan.gov or 517-335-1477.
Library staff are working mostly from home, but
we will gladly help as best we can with your
questions.

Extracting details from the Schultz daybook,
currently held by the Clinton (NY) Town Historian,
this volume (and series) offers insight into the
everyday life of mid-nineteenth century Dutchess
County residents. Researchers can document their
ancestors’ daily purchases, including candles,
linens, foodstuffs like butter, molasses, and sugar,
postage for letters, and even tobacco use. These
entries in the historic daybook – there are often
multiple listings for a single individual –may shed
critical light on the daily lives and habits of our
ancestors. So many New Yorkers migrated here to
Michigan, which makes resources like this even
more important.
One of the more prolific genealogical publishers in
the United States, Kinship offers hundreds of
publications for the New York researcher, many of
which are available at the Archives of Michigan.
Titles include Early Records of Easton Reformed
Church, Easton, New York, Washington County,
1803-1899, Merritt & Barnes Doctor's Ledger:
Pleasant Plains, New York, Dutchess County, 18661868, Early Records of St. Paul's Episcopal Church,
Ossining, New York, Westchester County, 18341959, Records of State Street Presbyterian Church,
Albany, New York, Albany County, 1859-1883, and
Baptism Records of Schaghticoke Reformed
Church, Schaghticoke, Rensselaer County, NY,
1752-1855.

All the best,
Library of Michigan staff
Archives of Michigan

The Abrams Foundation Historical Collection, one
of the larger genealogical collections in the United
States, contains published family histories,
immigration resources, cemetery transcriptions,
directories, county and local histories, military
records and getting-started handbooks. The
resources emphasize states with strong historic
and migratory ties to Michigan, including the New
England region, New York, Pennsylvania, the
Midwest states of Ohio and Indiana, and the
Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec.

Daniel H. Schultz Daybook, Town of Clinton,
Dutchess County, New York, 1846-1850 /
transcribed and indexed by Arthur C. M. Kelly
by Kris Rzepczynski
Daniel H. Schultz Daybook, Town of Clinton,
Dutchess County, New York, 1846-1850,
transcribed and indexed by Arthur C. M. Kelley, is
an important resource for Hudson River Valley
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8. FreeBMD: civil registration index of births,
marriages and deaths for England and Wales

Free Genealogy Websites
There are 65 in this collection provided by
Barbara Curtindale – first published in “News
and Notes Of Gladwin County Genealogical
Society, Inc. & Family Search Center Affiliate
Library” in the May 2021 issue. We will only be
listing the first 15 with subsequent columns
coming in the next 6 issues. Some of the listed
websites should be known by most people but
others are true gems.

Website: https://www.freebmd.org.uk/
9. USGenWeb Project: massive free genealogy
resource directory by US state and county
Website: https://www.usgenweb.org/
10. WorldGenWeb Project: genealogy resources
by country and region, not to miss
Website: https://www.worldgenweb.org/

Some of these websites have been mentioned
in more detail in our new Bookmark Me Now
column contributed by Megan Heyl but they are
worth repeating here.

11. Cyndi’s List: highly respected directory of
free genealogy resources and databases online
Website: https://www.cyndislist.com/

1. FamilySearch.org: largest collection of free
genealogical records in the world

12. Library and Archives Canada: official
archives of Canada, census records and more

Website: https://familysearch.org/
Website:
2. WikiTree: enormous collaborative family tree

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/pages/home.aspx

Website: https://www.wikitree.com/
3. Fulton History: historical newspapers from
the US and Canada

13. Ellis Island: immigration records, free
indexes and original records, fee to download
copies

Website: https://fultonhistory.com/

Websites:

4. Find a Grave.com: locate your ancestors in
cemeteries across the globe

https://www.nps.gov/elis/index.htm
https://www.statueofliberty.org/ellis-island/

Website: https://www.findagrave.com/

14. FreeReg: baptism, marriage, and burial
records from parish registers of the UK

5. Google News Archive: millions of archived
newspaper pages

Website: https://www.freereg.org.uk/

Website: https://news.google.com/newspapers

15. POWVETS: WWII POW search for prisoners
of war held in German camps.

6. US National Archives: official US National
Archives site, many free genealogy databases
and resources

Website: http://powvets.com/
This is not meant to be a comprehensive list by
any means – if you have websites that you find
useful please feel free to send them to us at
newsletter@mimigc.org and put “FAVWebsites”
on the subject line.

Website: https://www.archives.gov/
7. Automated Genealogy: indexes of the
Canadian census
Website: http://automatedgenealogy.com/
10
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Looking Forward – Plan Ahead
This column will feature some upcoming
conferences and seminars that may or may not
interest you but are provided for your education.
We hope in the future to give you information 3
to 6 months ahead of the conferences/institutes.
The first Educational opportunity we will describe
will be the GRIP conferences on 19-24 June 2022
and 10-15 July 2022.



General information:


2022 TUITION: The cost includes the oneweek course, daytime and optional
evening sessions, PDF syllabus material
delivered electronically (printed syllabus
may be purchased for your course),
Sunday evening welcome program, social
activities. Payment by check is expected
within 30 days of your online reservation



GRIP does NOT record any sessions. Plan
your schedule accordingly to attend the
LIVE sessions via Zoom.



ALL course times are in the Eastern
(Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) time zone.



All courses begin at 9:30 AM Eastern on
Monday for introductions.



The Institute week ends on Friday at
12:45 PM Eastern for ALL courses.



Classes end each day at 4:30 PM Eastern
with the optional 30-minute
enhancement session ending at 5 PM
Eastern.



More details included at their website



19-24 June 2022 Concurrent Classes
o
o

o

Winter 2022



Fundamentals of Forensic
Genealogy
o Irish Genealogical Research, part
II
o Law School for Genealogists
o Mastering the Art of Genealogical
Documentation
o Plus 2 more classes yet to be
named
10-15 July 2022 Concurrent Classes
o Advanced DNA Evidence
o Digging Deeper: Records, Tools,
and Skills
o Get Your Hands Dirty! A
Workshop in Land and Property
Records
o Irish Genealogical Research, part
III
o Mastering the Art of Genealogical
Documentation
o Walking in Penn’s Woods:
Pennsylvania Research
o Women and Children First:
Research Methods for the
Hidden Members of the Family
o Plus 2 more classes yet to be
named
Instructors include:
o Judy G. Russell, J.D., CG, CGL
o Amy E. K. Arner
o Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., CG,
FASG
o David Rencher, AG, CG, FUGA,
FIGRS
o Kimberly Powell
o Paula Stuart-Warren, CG, FMGS,
FUGA
o Plus many more…

More information can be found at:
https://www.gripitt.org/courses
Check their website regarding registration and
individual course syllabuses.

Practical Genetic Genealogy
Beyond a Name and Date:
Advanced Practices in Social
History
Following Ancestors in Time and
Place

Last year the conference added a third week of
classes due to high demand. Keep checking
their website above for up to date information.
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Our second opportunity is the National
Genealogical Society Conference 2022.
Conference Title:
Where:

Date:

Winter 2022

knowledge for budding family historians. The
new NGS is the place to share the successes of
genealogy societies and launch a new era of
collaboration to make our community even
stronger and support all families in search of
their personal stories.

“Our American Mosaic“
SAFE Credit Union
Convention Center
1400 J Street,
Sacramento, California
May 24-28, 2022

Conference Hotels
Hyatt Regency Sacramento (limited availability)
1209 L St., Sacramento, California
Phone: 916-443-1234

Brochure: https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org
and then click on Programs and then click on
link to 2022 Announcement Brochure. The
program brochure is still being developed and
finalized.

Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel
1230 J St., Sacramento, California
Phone: 916-447-1700

BCG EDUCATION FUND WORKSHOP

Reservations close April 25, 2022.

Karen Mauer Jones, CG, FGBS, FUGA

The official conference hotels, the Hyatt
Regency Sacramento (limited room availability
remains) and the Sheraton Grand Sacramento
Hotel, are within walking distance to the
convention center. Both hotels offer
complimentary Wi-Fi.

Title: Tackling the Family Narrative
This workshop will explore the skills needed to
write a family history or a Kinship
Determination Project (KDP): numbering and
formatting the genealogical summary, arranging
the narrative content, and incorporating visual
aids, proofs, and special citation considerations.

The hotels are offering the NGS rate three days
before and three days after the conference,
based on availability, so participants can do
research or go sightseeing in the area. Check
the hotels’ websites for COVID-19 regulations,
cancellation policies, and amenities. Attendees
must request the NGS Family History
Conference rate if making phone reservations.

Rebecca Whitman Koford, CG, CGL
Title: Walk A Mile in Their Shoes: Writing the
Ancestors’ Stories with Social History and
Historical Context
This workshop focuses on understanding
historical context and social history: how to
research it, integrate it into an ancestor’s
narrative, and create interest for your readers.

The conference will feature more than 150
genealogy lectures on a wide variety of topics.
Lectures will focus on African American
research; Asian and Pacific Islander research;
BCG Skillbuilding; DNA; European and Middle
Eastern research; Hispanic and Latin American
ancestry; immigration and migration;
methodology; Native American research; New
England research; non-traditional families;
records and repositories; reference services;
society management; technology; the 1950s;
western states; and writing. NGS will also
welcome special guest speakers.

Focus on Societies 2022
Conference Committee is still working on this
event – check the NGS conference 2022
Website for more details.
The National Genealogical Society (NGS)
recognizes that genealogical societies, historical
societies, and family organizations are the
backbone of the genealogy community and are
an important source of information and
12
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Society Publications
Welcome to our new column showcasing
publications offered by our society members.



Our first listing in this area is from the
Northeast Michigan Genealogical Society
“Alpena’s Service in the Great War”

Winter 2022

Method of payment – how to pay and
how to order (mail request/email
request/ online order and payment)
If you send more than one listing please
give us an indicator of which listing has
the highest importance.

If we have any questions, we will email the
contact person for more information.

Discover the story of a small community in
Northeast Michigan and the response they
displayed to the "Call to Arms" of WWI. The
feelings of the folks who lived in Alpena
between 1916-1920 and the change that
occurred. Over 600 military biographies of the
men and women who served. This glimpse of
the soldier's service and service unit. Also,
articles including an overview of the War,
information on the 32, 85, 14 Divisions, which
were the divisions the majority of the Alpena
men served in during the War. An article on the
Polish men who fulfilled their draft requirement
for WWI by volunteering for Haller's Blue Army.
Many photos of the Alpena Veterans.

Remember the deadlines for submission to the
MGC Newsletter are:
 March 15 for the Spring (April 1)
Newsletter
 June 15 for the Summer (July 1)
Newsletter
 September 15 for the Fall (October 1)
Newsletter
 And December 15 for the Winter
(January 1) Newsletter
Please send this information to the person or
persons or handles publications for your
society.

Cost is $25 plus $6.50, shipping (in the US only).
To order send a check to:
NEMGS c/o Besser Museum of
Northeast MI 491 Johnson St.
Alpena, MI 49707

RootsTech 2002
The world’s largest family history conference is
back again – and it’s virtual and free for the
second straight year. Registration is at:
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/

We are looking for more publications to list
here but we need your help. Send your
publication information to:
newsletter@mimgc.org with subject line of
SOCIETY PUBLICATION

March 3-5, 2022 – with over 1500 sessions
across eight different tracks.

When sending your listing please give us the
following information:

What is RootsTech?
RootsTech welcomes millions of people
worldwide to celebrate family at the world’s
largest family history conference and year-long
learning platform. With thousands of classes,
inspiring speakers, meaningful activities and
joyful connections, RootsTech brings the human
family together like no other event.

Society Name
 Contact person and email
 Publication Name
 Description of Publication
 Cost including separate shipping cost
13
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Links from Past Issues

Medical Terms from the Past

From Volume 38 Issue 3:
dMarie Time Capsule
http://dmarie.com/timecap/

Sometimes names for medical conditions
change from the past to the present.
Here is a small list of terms from the past with
their recognizable current day names:

The "dMarie Time Capsule (tm)" is a historical
database of facts from the past that you can use
to spice up heritage pages for friends or family.
Simply type in the date you're interested in (try
your birth date!) and click the button -- an instant
page all about the year you were born -- what
famous people share your birthday, how much a
gallon of gas cost that year, etc. Includes data for
1900 through about 2002.














From Volume 41 Issue 1:
HathiTrust
https://www.hathitrust.org/
Founded in 2008, HathiTrust is a not-for-profit
collaborative of academic and research libraries
preserving 17+ million digitized items. HathiTrust
offers reading access to the fullest extent
allowable by U.S. copyright law, computational
access to the entire corpus for scholarly research,
and other emerging services based on the
combined collection. HathiTrust members steward
the collection — the largest set of digitized books
managed by academic and research libraries —
under the aims of scholarly, not corporate,
interests.






















From Volume 41 Issue 3:
Virginia Memory
https://www.virginiamemory.com/
Virginia Memory is part of the online presence of the
Library of Virginia, the state archives and reference
library at the seat of government for the
Commonwealth of Virginia. Established in 1823, the
Library maintains vast and varied collections of print
materials, manuscripts, archival records,
newspapers, photographs and ephemera, maps and
atlases, rare books, and fine art that tell the history
of the commonwealth and its people. Since the mid1990s, the Library has digitized parts of the
collections in an effort to make our materials more
widely available to our online users

Ablepsia – blindness
Apoplexy – Stroke
Ague – recurring fever and chills of
malaria
Bethlehemite – Mentally Ill person
Black Death – Typhus
Brain Fever – Sunstroke
Bronze John – Yellow Fever
Canine Madness – Hydrophobia
Cerebritis – inflammation of the brain
Chin Cough – Whooping Cough
Commotion – Concussion
Congestive Chill – accumulation of
blood in blood vessels
Lung Fever – Pneumonia
Marasmus – Emaciation
Mormal – Gangrene
Pox – Syphilis
Putrid Fever – Diptheria
Quinsey – Tonsilitis
Remitting Fever – Malaria
Enteric Fever – Typhoid Fever
Falling Sickness – Epilepsy
French Sickness – Syphilis
French Pox – Syphilis
Green Sickness – Anemia
Grippe – Influenza
Hip Gout – Osteomylitus
Ictus Solis – common heatstroke
Lues Venera – Venereal Disease
Painter’s Colic – exposure to lead
Sloe’s - Milk sickness
Whitlow – a boil
Yellow Jack – Yellow Fever

We thank Jackson County Genealogical Society
Newsletter Editor Sandra Marsh for allowing us
to publish this from their Dec/Jan 2022 Issue –
Volume 15 Issue 3.
14
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Library of Michigan

Matt Pacer
Reference Librarian
Library of Michigan
Library of Michigan Updates
January 2022
Hello Everyone!
As a friendly reminder, the Library of Michigan is open its normal hours. Monday through Friday 10am –
5pm. And, Saturdays from 10am – 4pm. Please email us if you need to view items in the Rare Book
Room, since staff is limited, appointments are needed.
Please remember that Michigan residents are eligible for a Library of Michigan library card. With a valid
Library of Michigan library card, you can access several family history databases remotely such as Ann
Arbor News Historical and Current, Grand Rapids Press Historical and Current, Sanborn Maps, Heritage
Hub (Newsbank product with obituaries from many U.S. newspapers), Ann Arbor News and a few more.
Please visit WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/LIBRARYCARD for the application form and information about the
card.
In early January 2022, the new list of Michigan Notable Books will be released. Once announced, you
will find more information about the selected books and authors. To learn more about the previous
years’ honorees, please visit the following site: WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/NOTABLEBOOKS
Library staff continue to process the many donations that we have. The largest donation that we are
processing is the Michigan yearbook donation. This donation consists of 70+ boxes of southeast
Michigan high schools, colleges, and universities. Additionally, library staff picked up 12 boxes of
donated items from the Adrian District Library. Early in the New Year, we will work with Kalamazoo
College Library to receive their large donation of Michigan books. If you have Michigan books, maps,
posters, booklets, etc. that you no longer need and are looking to donate, please contact Matt Pacer at
pacerm@michigan.gov.
Have questions for us? Please email or call. librarian@michigan.gov or 517-335-1477.
Stay safe and healthy!
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Archives of Michigan and
Abrams Foundation
Historical Collection
Kris W. Rzepczynski
Senior Archivist
Archives of Michigan
Archives of Michigan News and Notes January 2022
Happy Holidays! It is hard to believe that another year has passed (!), and the Archives of Michigan is
ready to start 2022.
The Archives of Michigan is full open again with our regular operating hours! Appointments are
encouraged, but not required; researchers can submit their appointment requests through our web site:
www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi. The Archives is open Mondays through Fridays from 1 to 5 p.m. and
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We look forward to seeing all of you again in person in the coming days,
weeks, and months.
Work continues with our naturalization and probate records digitization projects. FamilySearch cameras
are back up and running here onsite, it is exciting to have these projects moving forward again.
The Archives of Michigan continues to add new source material to our holdings, particularly local
government records. New archival collections this year include:
 Alpena County Circuit Court Records, 1871-1940 / RG 2021-97


Wayne County Probate Records, 1968-1972 / RG 2021-99



Huron County Circuit Court Records, 1925-1962 / RG 2021-106

In addition to the original source material above, the Archives continues to add new published material
to the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection. New additions include:


St. Charles Borromeo Church, 50th Anniversary Parish Directory, 1957-2007 / St. Charles
Borromeo Church (Fort Wayne, Ind.) / 2007 / Call number: BX 4603 .F556 S24 2007



A Badger Boy in Blue: The Civil War Letters of Chauncey H. Cooke / Chauncey Cooke /
2007 / Call number: E 537.5 25th .C476 2007

The Archives thanks our generous donors, supporters and friends, including, of course, the Abrams
Foundation and the Michigan Genealogical Council.
As always, please contact us at archives@michigan.gov with any questions about the Archives and our
collections, services or digitization projects. Reference staff will be happy to assist you, we look forward
to seeing you all again soon!
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Both Delegate/Board Meetings are being held
virtually until further notice.

Winter 2022

Delegate meeting on January 13, 2022
Finding Good Material for Society Newsletters Deb Cyprych
Deb has been the editor of NGS Magazine for
the past five years. Previously she was the
editor of The Tracer (Hamilton County, Ohio) for
fifteen years, the co-editor of Ohio Genealogy
News for five years, and the editor of Epling
Family Archives for four years. She is currently
the publications director for the Hamilton
County Genealogical Society. Deb has won
awards for her journals and a family history
book she wrote. A genealogist since 1993, her
specialties are researching Cincinnati area
families and German families in any locale and
time frame; lineage society research,
documentation, and proof arguments; and
combining social history with genealogical facts
to create engaging family history
narratives. Invite your Newsletter Editor now!

Delegate Meetings (Currently Virtual)
Delegate Meetings are held on the second
Thursday in September, November, January,
March, May and July at 11 am in the Forum of
the Michigan
Historical Center at:
702 West Kalamazoo Street
Lansing, MI 48915
Boards Meetings (Currently Virtual)
Board Meetings meet in the Commission Room
of the Michigan Historical Center 5th Floor,
Archives on the second Thursday of every
month at 9 am on Delegate meeting months
and at 10 am on non-Delegate meeting months.
Any change in date and time will be posted at
mimgc.org.
Michigan Library and Historical Center

Library of Michigan
10 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday
10 am to 4 pm Saturday

Archives of Michigan
We are back open!

By email or phone
Email librarian@michigan.gov
Phone: (517) 335-1477
Visit our website at:
www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan

Monday thru Friday from 1 to 5 pm
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm
Reference Desk Hours By Email or Phone
8 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday
Phone: (517) 335-2576
Email archives@michigan.gov

Michigan History Museum
Museum will be open
Mon-Thu for school field trips and tours
of 10 or more
Fri/Sat from 10 am to 4 pm
Sunday from 1 pm to 5 pm

Visit our web site at:
www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/
https://michiganology.org/

Visit our Web site at:
https://www.michigan.gov/museum/
For more information call:
(517) 335-2573
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Michigan Genealogical Council
Founded in 1972, the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) is an organization composed of delegates from each member society. It’s objectives
are to locate, preserve, publish and deposit in suitable repositories records of value to genealogists and to initiate activities which encourage
and assist those who are involved in genealogical research. Meetings are held in the Forum of the Library of Michigan and Historical Center, 702
W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48909 on the second Thursday in September, November, January, March, May and July. Board meetings are held
at the Archives of Michigan, on the second Thursday of each month. Membership is open to any Michigan genealogical or family history society,
amateur or professional, with a primary interest in genealogy. Dues are no longer calculated on a “per person” basis, but rather a flat rate
based on general society membership at the close of their fiscal year. Checks should be made payable to the Michigan Genealog ical Council and
mailed to MGC, PO. Box 80953, Lansing, MI, 48908-0953, Website: https://www.mimgc.org
The Newsletter is published quarterly by the Michigan Genealogical Council. Member society delegates and presidents are notified by e-mail
when a new issue is available online. Content for Winter issue due December 15, Spring March 15, Summer June 15, Fall September 15. Email
newsletter items to MGC Editor: newsletter@mimgc.org. Or send to PO. Box 80953, Lansing, MI, 48908-0953. Permission to reprint a signed
article should be obtained directly from the author. Unsigned material may be reprinted without per mission provided the newsletter is given
credit. See website for additional details at https://www.mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=16
President

Rozlyn Kelly
Farmington Genealogy Society

Vice President

Central Mail

Jessica Trotter
Lansing Area African American Genealogical
Society

Judy Nimer Muhn
Oakland County Genealogical Society

Membership

Melissa Kendzierski
Charlevoix County Genealogical Society

Recording Secretary
Board Meetings

Chelsea Johnson
Calhoun County Genealogical Society

Nominations

Elected Directors

Recording Secretary
Delegate Meetings

Sue Irvine
Western Michigan Genealogical Society

Historian

Barb Curtindale
Gladwin County Genealogical Society, Inc.

Corresponding
Secretary

Tom Koselka
MGC Past President

Newsletter

Paul Roltsch
Waterford Genealogical Society

Treasurer

Jill O’Sullivan
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan

Media
Communications

Judy Sheldon
Huron Shores Genealogical Society

Director 2022

Daniel Earl
French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan

Finance/Budget

Jill O’Sullivan
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan

Continuing
Education

Daniel Earl
French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan

Webmaster

Tom Koselka, MGC Past President

Committee Chairpersons and Appointments

NGS Delegate

Tom Koselka, MGC Past President

Archivist

Connie Olson
MGC Past President

Projects

Roger Moffat
Western Michigan Genealogical Society

Library of Michigan
Liaison

Tim Gleisner
702 W. Kalamazoo St,
Lansing, MI 48915

Past President
Advisor

Brenda Leyndyke, MGC Past Resident

Lucy Mary Kellogg
Chair

Jessica Trotter
Lansing Area African American Genealogical
Society

Pre-Statehood and
First Family
Certificates

Kim Smith
Waterford Genealogical Society

Director 2023

Larry Noyes
Genealogical Society of Isabella County

Director 2024

Melissa Kendzierski
Charlevoix County Genealogical Society

Archives of
Michigan Liaison

Kris Rzepczynski
702 W. Kalamazoo St, Lansing, MI 48915

Public Records
Access and Records
Preservation Awards

Derek Blount
Detroit Society of Genealogical Research

Awards

Barb Curtindale
Gladwin County Genealogical Society, Inc.
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Important Links from this issue

Page 8

Page 3








Oakland County Genealogical Society
ocgsmi.org/events or
on Facebook (ocgsmi)
Waterford Genealogical Society
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/
Farmington Genealogical Society
https://mifarmgs.org/



Winter 2022

Michigan Library Family History
www.michigan.gov/familyhistory
Library of Michigan – Programs for the
Public
https://WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/LMPUBLICPROGRAMS

Page 11
 GRIP Institute Courses
https://www.gripitt.org/courses
Page 12
 NGS Conference
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org

Page 4
 Genealogical Society of Washtenaw
County
Email: info@washtenawgenealogy.org
https://washtenawgenealogy.org/
 Northville Genealogical Society
Email: nvgen1@gmail.com
https://nvgensoc.org/

Page 13
 Rootstech 2022
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/

Page 14
 dMarie Time Capsule
http://dmarie.com/timecap/
 Hathitrust
https://www.hathitrust.org/
 Virginia Memory
https://www.virginiamemory.com/

Page 5
 Lucy Mary Kellogg 2022 Application
https://mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=14
Page 7
 Katherine Willson Genealogy on
Facebook
https://moonswings.files.wordpress.co
m/2021/01/genealogy-on-facebookjan-2021.pdf
 Cyndi’s List version of Genealogy on
Facebook
https://cyndislist.com/facebook
 Facebook for Canadian Genealogy
https://genealogyalacarte.ca/?page_id=
10169
 Facebook for Australian History and
Genealogy
www.lonetester.com/2020/12/faceboo
k-for-australian-history-and-genealogy2
 Hunting Down History
HuntingDownHistory.wordpress.com

Page 20
 RootsTech 2022 Registration
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/
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Thanks from the Editor

Winter 2022

Events Calendar

Please feel free to email me at
newsletter@mimgc.org and send me articles
and story ideas, society news/events, and even
zoom meeting invitations.

RootsTech 2022
March 3-5, 2022
The World’s Largest Family History Conference
Virtual and Free
Registration information:

Thank you to all the societies who sent me
articles from themselves or their societies– it is
appreciated and I look forward to many more in
the future.

https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/next/

I will always accept articles – if I get too many
for one month I may have to hold it for a
succeeding issue.
For everyone who asked to be part of the
Newsletter Editor group – watch your email in
January 2022 for more information.

National Genealogical Society
Family History Conference
In-Person
“Our American Mosaic”
May 24-28, 2022
Sacramento, CA
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/

If you didn’t sign up yet – there is still time to
email us at newsletter@mimgc.org that you
want to join in.
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Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh
Virtual Conference
June 19-24, 2022
July 10-15, 2022
https://gripitt.org/courses/
See page 11 under “Look Forward – Plan Ahead”
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IGHR 2022 Virtual Institute
Institute of Genealogy and Historic Research
July 24 – 29, 2022
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/
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