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SAVE THE DATE! 
Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar  

Friday, July 8 – Saturday, July 9, 2022 
Featuring Dr. David McDonald, CG 

 

Each summer, the Archives of Michigan and the Michigan Genealogical Council host a seminar 
to promote family history awareness and teach genealogy research skills. The event is generously 
supported by the Abrams Foundation in loving memory of Barbara J. Brown.  

For this year’s event, we are pleased to offer this flagship annual gathering as a hybrid event. 
Participants can attend sessions either online or onsite. We are delighted to be hosting Dr. David 
McDonald, CG for this year’s event, whose sessions will all be via Zoom. David’s programs will be: 

 Polly's Family: From New England to the Plains & Beyond 
 Lutherpalians & Presbygationalists: Where Did Grandma's Church Go? 
 Research in the Old Northwest Territory 

Registration information and the program schedule will be posted soon at the Archives of Michigan’s 

home page: www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi. We look forward to seeing you onsite and/or virtually in 

July!  

 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
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President’s Message 
 

Happy Spring!  
Spring brings sunshine, fresh air, and a fresh outlook on life. It also brings the notion of spring cleaning. 
Two of the RootsTech sessions I’ve saved to my playlist are genealogist Drew Smith discussing 
“Organizing Your Genealogy Research”. So I’m going to do some spring cleaning and challenge myself to 
better organize my genealogical records. Anyone else up to the challenge? 
 
RootsTech’s virtual conference in March was a genealogical success. If you missed it, it’s not too late to 
register at FamilySearch. Create your own playlist of the many recorded presentations and listen at your 
leisure. Most presentations will be available for up to 3 years. 
 
March also marked Women’s History Month, a time to celebrate the vital role of women in American 
history. I remember my Aunt Dorothy who graduated Michigan State Normal College (now Eastern 
Michigan University) in 1932, enjoyed a career as a social worker, and dearly loved her husband and 
children. She was my role model and inspired my love of family history. Who are the memorable women 
in your family tree? 
 
This month we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Michigan Genealogical Council! What a milestone! On 
April 6, 1972, delegates from 10 genealogical societies met to organize MGC. The dedication of so many 
volunteers over these many years have made MGC a genealogical gem as we continue to thrive to meet 
the goals set by our founders. 
 
Today MGC has over 75 society members, continues to meet regularly, even virtually via Zoom as 
necessary, and continues to support our members with genealogical activities and information. 
Although we cannot celebrate in person at this time due to Covid-19 constraints, we can take a moment 
to remember and acknowledge the founding members and all who followed in their footsteps. Barb 
Curtindale’s article in this newsletter issue captures some of her fond memories. Thank you to all past 
and current officers and delegates who dedicate your time and talent to this worthy organization. It 
truly is my honor to be among you. Salute! 
 
Looking ahead, the Archives of Michigan will host the Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar on July 7-
8.  The guest speaker will be genealogist David McDonald, who will also speak at our July 7 delegate 
meeting. More details will be shared via email, our website and Facebook page. Plans for our MGC Fall 
Family History Seminar in November are also in the works and details will follow.  
 
March also marked St. Patrick’s Day. May the luck of the Irish be with you! 
 
    May the road rise up to meet you. 
    May the wind be always at your back. 
    May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
    The rain fall soft upon your field and  
    Until we meet again, 
    May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
 
Rozlyn Kelly, President 
Michigan Genealogical Council 
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Society News/Events 

All programs listed should be verified to make 
sure they are still happening – all societies 
having these programs have given their 
permission to list them here. All programs here 
are Zoom meetings, unless otherwise indicated: 

 
From: Oakland County Genealogical Society: 
 

Date:   April 5, 2022 
Time:   7:00 pm 
Speaker: Gary Wilkes 
Topic:   “Helpful Sources for African- 
  American Genealogy”  
 

Date:   May 3, 2022 
Time:   7:00 pm 
Speaker: Derek Blount 
Topic:  “Where are the Early Dead of 

Detroit?”  
 

Date:   June 7, 2022  
Time:   7:00 pm 
Speaker: Shirley Hodges 
Topic:  “Michigan-Ontario Migration”  
 

For more information regarding these 

presentations and to register, go to 

ocgsmi.org/events or on Facebook (ocgsmi) 

 
 

ACPL returns to regular business hours on 

March 13: 

It has been almost two years since COVID 

became a constant presence in our lives and in 

the work of ACPL. During that period, we have 

learned to adapt and adjust based on the 

current conditions. This is still a practice we are 

continuing today. Beginning Sunday, March 13, 

we will transition all ACPL locations back to 

their regular business hours: For actual location 

hours check out their website at:  

https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-

library/locations-and-

hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carous

el&utm_campaign=home-locations-button 

 

From Waterford Genealogical Society: 

Currently, Waterford Genealogical Society 

(WGS) meetings are in person and are held at:  

Waterford Public Library (Community Room) 

5168 Civic Center Dr, Waterford Twp, MI 48329 

Our meetings are on the first Wednesday of the 

month from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the community 

room as mentioned above. 

Date:  April 6, 2022  

Time:  1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Topic:  "State Archives and Libraries Online 

Resources" 

Presenter:  Sandy Kinter 

 

Tuesday night meetings 

Julia Hanneman- Schoenbach still has her 

Tuesday night zoom meetings at 7 pm. 

Julia is hosting on the second Tuesday of each 

month thru June: 

Please register thru the Waterford Public 

Library website and click on the WGS Tuesday 

night meeting for registration: 

2022 Tentative Schedule (First 30 minutes is 
for any Germanic questions) 
April 12, 2022: Religious records 
May 10, 2022: Crossing the ocean 
June 14, 2022: Planning your summer trip. 
 
For more information – check out their website 
at: https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/ 
 

 

 

https://ocgsmi.org/events/
https://facebook.com/ocgsmi
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/
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From Farmington Genealogical Society: 

The presentation starts after a welcome and a 
few announcements and comments, usually 
after about 15 minutes.  We do prefer 
attendees arrive at 6:30, as we do take a 
moment to acknowledge visitors and new 
members.  Registration is not required for       
in-person meetings, and we do request masks 
and practice social distancing.  In-person re-
starts with February Meeting. 
 
For more information check out our website at: 
https://mifarmgs.org/ 
 
Date:       Tuesday, April 19 
Topic:      Finding Family in the 1950 US Census      
                 Before it is Searchable   
Time:       6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
Where:   Farmington Community Library  
                 23500 Liberty Street 
Speaker: Tom Koselka,  
Tom will cover the tools available to you to 
search by location: State, County, City or 
Township, and Enumeration District to locate 
your family before searching is available.  Tom's 
presentation will also discuss how you and 
other volunteers can help ensure this census is 
searchable by researchers.  The process is 
reportedly different than the process used ten 
years ago. 
 

 

From Genealogical Society of Washtenaw 
County 
 

Date:  April 24, 2022 

Time:   1:30 pm 
Lecture: “Scandalous Ancestors: 

Tracking Colorful Family 
Members” 

Speaker: Jessica Trotter 
 
Time:   3:15 pm 
Class:  Sources: The Good, The Bad &  
  The Ugly 
Instructor: Cynthia Grostick 
 
 

 
Date:  May 22, 2022 
Time:  1:30 pm 
Topic:   The Polar Bear Soldiers of WWI 
Speaker: Mike Grobbel 
 

Time:   3:15 pm 
Class:  There are No Dumb Questions  
  in Genealogy (panel); small  
  group discussions following. 
Instructor: Hosted by GWSC members 
 

GSWC meetings are held on Zoom and open to 
the public; pre-registration is required. 

To request an invitation to register for a 
meeting, email info@washtenawgenealogy.org no 
less than 3 days before the event. There is a 
brief membership meeting before the first 
speaker and a break between speakers. 

The full schedule of GSWC 2022 – 2023 
meetings will be posted by May.  

For more information about these presentations, 
go to their website at: 
https://washtenawgenealogy.org/ 
 

From the Northville Genealogical Society: 
 

If you are not a member and would like to join a 
meeting, contact nvgen1@gmail.com for the 
link. 
 

Date:  April 10, 2022 
Time:  3:00 pm 
Topic:  Our European Ancestors’ Voyage to 

America 
Speaker: Katherine Willson 
 

Date:  May 1, 2022 
Time:  3:00 pm 
Topic: Preserving Our Heirlooms  – 

Preservation of family heirlooms, 
documents, and Treasures 

Speaker:  Paul Snyder, Archivist at Mill Race    
      Village, Northville Historical Society 
For more information about these programs 
check at: https://nvgensoc.org/ 
 

https://mifarmgs.org/
mailto:info@washtenawgenealogy.org
https://washtenawgenealogy.org/
mailto:nvgen1@gmail.com?subject=Northville%20Genealogical%20Society%20program
https://nvgensoc.org/
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My Memories of the Early Days of MGC 

By  MGC Historian, Barbara Curtindale 
 

I am the Historian of the Council and an active 

delegate since 1977. I decided that I would just 

write my memories as they come to me of 

those early days.  I have many memories of the 

happenings of the Council I’d like to share with 

you. .  I remember the people I mention with 

admiration of their performances in the 

positions they held. I do have to depend on 

memory as the first two history scrapbooks are 

now in the State Archives.  The first one was 

done by Ruth Nellett Farr with beautiful 

calligraphy done by another delegate, Marge 

Emery.  MGC is strictly a volunteer organization 

and each one of our delegates and officers give 

a lot to participate actively, driving from all over 

this state.  One of our later officers, 

Corresponding Secretary, Sherry Woodworth 

was from the UP and came to almost all the 

Delegate meetings, bringing others in a carpool 

to cut costs and allow research time for 

them.  That’s dedication and taking your job 

seriously. 
 

When I first attended the MGC Delegate 

meetings, they were held in a small room in the 

State Library which was then located in a 

former warehouse building on Michigan Ave. 

near the former train station that became 

Clara’s Restaurant. This building was adequate 

for research but was sometimes hard to 

concentrate with the walking on the upper 

floors of some of the female staff in high heeled 

shoes going clip-clop on those hard floors.   We 

all dressed up to look professional when we 

attended these meetings, unlike the casual 

apparel that is now worn.  We sat at tables and 

the Presiding officer had a wall mounted chalk 

board at their back to write down special 

information for us if needed. The recently 

elected 4th  president of MGC was G. Curt 

Bradley, Yulon Smith was the Treasurer, the 

Secretary, Mary Jane Trout, was an employee of 

the library, and she took notes and had to 

excuse herself periodically to attend to her 

job.  The minutes were brief and took only one 

mimeographed sheet of paper.  I replaced her 

as secretary for at least 2- two- year terms and 

turned those minutes into multi sheets of 

typed, photocopied minutes.  We were also 

growing and getting new societies as members, 

also more business was being conducted as we 

grew.  We started to consider holding 

Seminars, which were successful and in 

different areas co-hosted by a local society.  If 

they were successful financially then we split 

the profits which helped those small 

societies. 
 

Marlene Thayer was also one of the staff that 

got very active in the certificate programs 

offered then by the library.  First it was the 

Pioneer program (This may have been before 

her time; I am not sure) but she got the leading 

role in the Sesquicentennial Pioneer Certificate 

Program. The first certificate applications were 

able to be accepted after March 1986 and 

ended with the postmarked date of December 

31, 1987. Certificate applications were $10 at 

that time.  The eligibility for these certificates 

was that the direct ancestor had to have settled 

in Michigan prior to December 31, 1837.  
 

When we outgrew the meeting room, we 

decided to meet in a nearby church in their 

large social halls.  We used a Lutheran church, 

Presbyterian church whatever was available for 

our meeting dates.  We also decided that since 

most of us were not from the Lansing area that 

it would be nice to make certain meetings a 

large potluck meal provided, we cleaned up 

after ourselves.   A lot of great food and social 

interaction happened during these events. 
 

When the plans for a new Library/Historical 

Center were in the works several of us 

attended the groundbreaking event.  What a 

thrill to be a part of this and see the 
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construction of the beautiful building as it 

progressed.  I believe James Fry was the 

State Librarian at that time, and we have had a 

few others fill those shoes since that time.  The 

present State Librarian is Randy Riley, a 

gentleman who has shared an interest in 

genealogy.  We (MGC) work cooperatively with 

both the Library of Michigan and the Archives of 

Michigan to assist in the access of  historical & 

genealogical records if we can, and to also work 

with each other in presenting Seminars for the 

public.  At this time of course, they are Virtual 

for attendees, but hopefully we can again do 

them in person to have the comradery of 

meeting with fellow genealogists and history 

buffs. Sometimes resulting in a meeting of a 

relative we have never met before. 
 

We have had 21 persons serve as President of 

our organization.  Marilyn Hebner 

served terms in 2001-2003 and again 2006-

2007. Therefore, our President, Rozlyn 

Kelly is our 22nd person to serve as president, 

but is our 23rd  President.  Our living Past 

Presidents are Kim Harrison 1989-1991; Connie 

Olson 1996-1999; Dale A. Ladd 1999- 

2001; Joann Harvey 2007-2009; Cynthia 

Grostick 2009-2012; Thomas Koselka 2012- 

2017; Katherine R. Willson 2017-2019; Brenda 

Leyndyke 2019-2021. 
 

Connie Olson continues to be active in Council 

as our Archivist. Thomas Koselka is our 

Webmaster, serves on the Board as our 

Corresponding Secretary, and is our MGC 

Delegate to the National Genealogical 

Society.  Cynthia Grostick and Katherine Willson 

are Genealogy Lecturers as is Thomas 

Koselka.  Joann Harvey is retired from 

researching for hire and has relocated a few 

years ago to California.  Brenda has 

recently moved but is still involved with 

Genealogy.  Dale Ladd is still living in Flint area 

as far as I know. 
 

Is your Society planning any type of celebration 

for your own group anniversary?  If you are, 

please take a photo or 2 and maybe a brief 

write-up and identify who is in photo along with 

information and send them to me through the 

Web address.  Tom will forward to me.  If 

expecting a certificate for this event I would like 

to have time to get it to you ASAP, so you have 

it.  We will have a few Anniversary Certificates 

to mention at our annual meeting in May and I 

will be mailing them to the proper 

organizations. 
 

Pioneer Certificate Program - March 2022 
 
Interest in the Pioneer Certificate Program 
continues. This committee wishes to thank 
Janine Cotugno, coordinator of the newly 
formed KVGS Pioneer Certificate Special 
Interest Group. Janine has agreed to be an 
official reviewer for this committee. This is a 
great step to ensure that the applications we 
receive will be able to go through the process in 
an efficient and timely manner. At the 
Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society (KVGS), 
they began with a group of about a dozen 
members interested in applying for one of the 
Michigan Pioneer Certificates. Eight of their 
members participated in a Zoom meeting to 
review the application and the documents MGC 
has online.  
  

The online application has been updated. A few 
tweaks were made because of the way the 
committee needed to handle correspondence 
due to COVID. You will need to download the 
application and the instructions separately. 
  

We encourage other groups and societies to 
follow their example. The Clarkston Society had 
posted a workshop video early on and word has 
reached us that chapters of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) have also been 
holding workshops.  
 

Kim Smith, Pioneer Certificate Chair 
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Bookmark Me Now 

 
We would like to introduce you to a variety of 
internet sources available for genealogical 
research. While many have said that using the 
internet for genealogy research is like looking at 
the tip of the iceberg and that more in-depth 
research must still be done in libraries, archives, 
and courthouses, this series offers some useful 
sources that you may have never heard about or 
used. Be sure to visit each suggested link - you 
never know what you may discover. 
 

Online Searchable Death Indexes 
 
Website: http://www.deathindexes.com 
 
Description: Joe Beine maintains an online site 
that is simple in design but valuable to 
genealogists. The Online Searchable Death 
Indexes and Records web site is a directory of 
links to other web sites containing online death 
indexes, listed by state and county. Included are 
death records, death certificate indexes, death 
notices and registers, obituaries, probate 
indexes, and cemetery and burial records. You 
can also find information about searching the 
Social Security Death Index online. 
 
The site also provides links to death records in 
several large cities, including: 

 Chicago and Cook County Death 
Records 

 Cincinnati Death Records 

 Cleveland Death Records  

 Detroit Death Records 

 Los Angeles Death Records 

 New York City Death Records and  

 St. Louis Death Records. 
 
Article provided by: 
Megan Heyl, owner of Hunting Down History at: 
HuntingDownHistory.wordpress.com  
 
 
 
 

Links from Past Issues 

Volume 42 Issue 1  

 

Library of Congress – World War 1 

www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i/  

 

The Library of Congress is uniquely prepared to 

tell the story of the United States' participation 

in the Great War. The Library’s unparalleled 

collections include posters, recordings, 

newspapers, sheet music, photographs, and 

veterans’ stories as well as publications, 

exhibitions, educational tools, and research 

guides related to World War I.  

Boston Streets: Mapping Directory Data  

The People: City Directories 

 

https://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/ 

The history of a place lies in the people as much 

as the landscape. Discovering the history and 

stories of a place through primary documents 

has not always been easy, especially when the 

amount of raw information available is so large.  

The Boston Streets resources provide a means 

of sorting through millions of pieces of info 

about the people of the Boston to find general 

trends or trace the personal paths of specific 

people and places. 

LostCousins 

https://www.lostcousins.com/ 

 

Are you serious about researching your family 

tree, but concerned about posting information 

online? If so, you've come to the right place, 

because LostCousins is the ONLY family history 

website able to match you with others 

researching the same ancestors. 

Continued on page 18 

https://huntingdownhistory.wordpress.com/
http://www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i/
https://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/
https://www.lostcousins.com/
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On the Shelf 

This is the next in a series of featured columns 
where we are discussing genealogical books 
available at state and local libraries. We 
currently have columns provided by the Library 
of Michigan and the Archives of Michigan. 
 
Library of Michigan 
Hello from the Library of Michigan!  

Spring is around the corner. The weather is 
slowly warming and that means a great time to 
start planning your trip to the Library of 
Michigan. In case you have not heard, we are 
open our regular hours of Monday through 
Friday 10am to 5pm and Saturdays from 10am 
to 4pm. Our library catalog is your best friend 
when you want to learn what materials we have 
in our collections. The catalog can be found 
here: www.answercat.org. Additionally, your 
Library of Michigan library card provides you 
access to many databases. As a Michigan 
resident, you can get a library card from the 
Library of Michigan. Please visit the following 
website for more information: Library of 
Michigan - Get a Library Card. 

To see a complete list of databases that your 
Library of Michigan library provides access to, 
please view the following website: 
https://www.michigan.gov/familyhistory. Scroll 
to the section on Family History Databases. The 
only change that library staff are aware of 
currently is that remote access to ancestry will 
no longer work after December 2021. 

The current programs list for the Library of 
Michigan is at the following website: Library of 
Michigan - Programs For The Public. Please note 
that some of the programs require registration. 
A registration link is part of the program 
description if registration is required. The 
current list of Michigan notable books is out. 
You can find the list at the following link: 

www.michigan.gov/notablebooks 

On Saturday April 30th will be the program: 
Night for Notables. Please check the following 
website to learn more about the event: Night 
for Notables – Library of Michigan Foundation. 

By the time you read this, you may have noticed 
that the Library of Michigan’s website changed. 
March 18th is our assigned go live date for the 
website migration. Several staff are working in 
help migrate the information and links. If you 
notice a problem on the new site or have other 
questions about it, please send us an email at 
librarian@michigan.gov. 

Below are a few interesting books that are in 
the Michigan Collection at the Library of 
Michigan. 

There are many more wonderful books 
available at the Library of Michigan covering 
Michigan History, People, and Places. If these 
books are not available at your local library, try 
using the interlibrary loan service called 
MeLCat. Your local public library will be able to 
help you request one of the books. 

A History of Amasa, Michigan: 1891-1966 by 
Doris Peryam, 2003. A short detailed historical 
account of Amasas, Michigan. Most beneficial is 
the number of names the author collected 
when researching historical events such 
residents who served in the wars or ministers of 
various churches. 

Soo Canal: A Romantic Historical Novel by 
William Ratigan, 1954. An absorbing and vivid 
story about the creation of the canal as well as 
a swashbuckling adventure! 

Michigan Postal Markings by Maurice Cole, 
1955. Like stamps, post markings tell a great 
story of place. 

Detroit is my Own Home Town by Malcolm 
Bingay, 1946. A collection of essays, tales, lore, 
and other musings from a previous editor of the 
Detroit Free Press. The author’s wit and writing 

http://www.answercat.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/LIBRARYCARD
http://www.michigan.gov/LIBRARYCARD
https://www.michigan.gov/familyhistory
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/public
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/public
http://www.michigan.gov/notablebooks
http://www.michigan.gov/notablebooks
https://www.libraryofmichiganfoundation.org/mnbnightfornotables/
https://www.libraryofmichiganfoundation.org/mnbnightfornotables/
mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
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kept Detroit residents entertained and 
information for many years.  

Through our website you can search our library 
catalog and locate the books mentioned above. 

If you don’t want to access the catalog through 
the Library of Michigan website, you can 
navigate there directly by typing the following 
address in a browser: www.answercat.org. It is 
important to make the catalog your friend as 
you start your research journey. The catalog will 
tell you what we have on our shelves and where 
it is located. Please do not hesitate to contact 
us through email or phone: 
librarian@michigan.gov or 517-335-1477.  

Library staff are working mostly from home, but 
we will gladly help as best we can with your 
questions. 

All the best, 

Library of Michigan staff 
 

 

Archives of Michigan 

The Royal Descents of 900 Immigrants of the 
American Colonies, Quebec, or the United 
States / by Gary Boyd Roberts 

by Kris Rzepczynski 

 

The Royal Descents of 900 Immigrants of the 
American Colonies, Quebec, or the United 
States: Who Were Themselves Notable or Left 
Descendants Notable in American History, by 
Gary Boyd Roberts, is a critical reference tool 
for researchers investigating royalty, notable 
colonial immigrant ancestors, and/or their 
notable descendants, with evidentiary links 
back to medieval times. The two-volume set is 
now available to researchers as part of the 
Abrams Foundation Historical Collection at the 
Archives of Michigan (Call number: CS 55 .R635 
2018). 
 
Each detailed family entry includes a reference 
source list following the lineage chain, 
documenting how the notable descendant ties 
back to the royal ancestor. This 2018 
publication represents a significant expansion of 
the author’s previous work on the same subject, 
the other books being published in 1993 and 
2004, respectively. The index to both volumes 
of this edition can be found in Volume 2.  
A prolific author of genealogical scholarship for 
many years, Roberts’ other books include The 
Mayflower 500: Five Hundred Notable 
Descendants of the Founding Fathers on the 
Mayflower, English Origins of New England 
Families, and Ancestors of American Presidents.  

The Abrams Foundation Historical Collection, 
one of the larger genealogical collections in the 
United States, contains published family 
histories, immigration resources, cemetery 
transcriptions, directories, county and local 
histories, military records and getting-started 
handbooks. The resources emphasize states 
with strong historic and migratory ties to 
Michigan, including the New England region, 
New York, Pennsylvania, the Midwest states of 
Ohio and Indiana and the Canadian provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec.  

mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
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2022 Muskegon County Genealogical Society is 
celebrating their 50th Anniversary  

Founded in 1972, The Muskegon County 
Genealogical Society is associated with the 
Hackley Public Library as an unofficial addition 
to their Local History & Genealogy Department. 
Founding members were President: Gerald 
Tripp, Vice-President: Renee Anderson, 
Advertising Chair: Fern Hanes, Secretary--
Treasurer: Joyce Bunnell, and Programs Chair: 
Mildred Morris. The Society now meets on the 
2nd Thursday of the month, except in July and 
December.  

Members have conducted workshops at the 
Local History & Genealogical Department since 
2001 thru March 2020. Published the Twig Talk 
Newsletter 2000 – 2021, published Family Tree 
Talk Periodical 1972 – 2013; made programs 
available 1997 thru March 2020; conducted 
group trips to the Allen County Library in Fort 
Wayne Indiana; volunteered at the Muskegon 
County Clerk’s office 1972 thru early 2020; and 
held yard sales to fund some of these projects. 
The Society has been recognized by the 
Muskegon County Commissioners and was 
instrumental in their 2017 declaration naming 
May of that year as Cemetery Awareness 
Month. 

 

One of the most heartwarming outcomes 
occurred when working at the only Muskegon 
County owned Shady Rest Cemetery, a potter’s 
field. Using ground-penetrating radar, members 
were able to locate the unmarked grave 
locations of 73 children buried between 1956 
and 1968. Obtaining used headstones from 

Superior Monument Co. of Muskegon, custom 
nameplates were made for the headstones. 
After placing them in the cemetery, a televised 
dedication service was held. Now relatives of 
these young children have a burial location to 
honor their loved ones for the first time. 

 

 

Additional research also conducted to locate 
veterans interred in the cemetery. The only one 
located was the grave of David H. Speaker, a 
Civil War veteran. From this find, a proper 
government issued veteran’s headstone 
obtained and placed next to the original 
marker. Upon placing the new marker, a full 
military veteran’s service performed, along with 
full media coverage. 
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Research seems to be in progress and members 
of the Society have contributed a huge number 
of hours to projects large and small. Some of 
the completed and ongoing projects include: 

 Prepared and scanned the Montague 
Observer Newspaper, for the year 2010, 
with the assistance of the Muskegon 
County Museum and the Montague 
Museum. 

 Copied, indexed, and published death 
and burial information from the Clock 
Funeral Home, completed in 2003. 

 The 1884 & 1894 Michigan State 
Censuses were scanned by Lakeshore 
Documents and indexed by Society 
members, providing Microfilm, 
digitization, DVD’s, and positive 
duplicates of the original 6 books of the 
1884 & 1894 Michigan State Censuses 
from the Hackley Public Library’s Local 
History and Genealogy Department. 

 Produced Muskegon County History 
Volume 1, containing stories about local 
people and businesses. It was written, 
edited, and published in2009. A second 
volume is in the works. 

 Along with photos of many local 
cemetery records, more than 40,000 
headstones been photographed. 

 Donations to the Hackley Public Library 
include a large viewer lens for the 
copier/printer and many books on 
genealogical and historical topics. 

 Indexing of Vital Statistics from the 
Muskegon Chronicle (1945 – 2020). This 
project is ongoing. 

 Cemetery Viewer, an ongoing project to 
create detailed online maps of the 40+ 
cemeteries in the county, in conjunction 
with the Muskegon County GIS 
department. So far, it has resulted in 18 
searchable maps with several more in 
progress. The cemetery maps can be 
viewed are on the Muskegon County’s 
GIS website: 
https://genealogymuskegon.org/.   

 A Pioneer Certificate Program to honor 

the pioneers, early residents, and their 

families with Muskegon County roots.  

Free Genealogy Websites 

There are 65 in this collection provided by 

Barbara Curtindale – first published in “News 

and Notes Of Gladwin County Genealogical 

Society, Inc. & Family Search Center Affiliate 

Library” in the May 2021 issue. We will only be 

listing the first 15 with subsequent columns 

coming in the next 6 issues. Most people should 

know some of the listed websites but others are 

true gems. 

Some of these websites have been mentioned 

in more detail in our new Bookmark Me Now 

column contributed by Megan Heyl but they are 

worth repeating here.  

16. RootsWeb:  
 
Website: https://rootsweb.com/ 
World’s largest genealogy community, 
huge amount of free information  
 

17. Castle Garden:  
 
Website: http://www.castlegarden.org/ 
 Immigration records, pre Ellis Island  
 

18. Chronicling America:  
 
Website: 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 
 
Giant database of archived US 
newspapers from the Library of 
Congress  
 

19. Dead Fred:  
 
Website: https://www.deadfred.com/ 
 
Genealogy photo archive  
 

- Continued on page 14 

https://genealogymuskegon.org/
https://rootsweb.com/
http://www.castlegarden.org/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.deadfred.com/
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The Heritage Town Hall 
 
Update on the French Heritage Corridor 
Initiative 
By Michael S. Nassaney, Ph.D.,  

 Michigan Ambassador 

 Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, 
Western Michigan University 

 Principal Investigator, Fort St. Joseph 
Archaeological Project 

 French-Canadian Heritage Society of 
Michigan, nassaney@wmich.edu 

 
I am pleased to bring you up to date on a new 
initiative called the French Heritage Corridor 
(FHC). Comprising seven states in the Midwest 
(Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Wisconsin), this network is being 
developed to transcend borders, create 
synergy, and raise awareness of the rich French 
history and heritage which, since the 
seventeenth century, has melded with a vibrant 
multicultural landscape in the Midwestern 
United States. 
 
The FHC is the creation of the French Heritage 
Society’s (FHS) Chicago Chapter. The mission of 
the non-profit FHS is to 
promote l’amitié between the United States 
and France; to raise funds for restoration 
projects in France and the United States; and to 
provide educational exchange and internship 
opportunities for university students in France 
and the U.S.    
https://frenchheritagesociety.org/about/ 
 
As the sole FHS chapter in the Midwest, the 
Chicago Chapter focuses its mission on the 
seven-state region in the heart of the mid-
continent. The FHC has the support of Mr. 
Philippe Etienne, Ambassador of France to the 
United States, the William T. Kemper 
Foundation, and the French Consulate of 
Chicago. It has also attracted the attention and 
support of the Québec Delegation in Chicago 
and is reaffirming the cultural and economic 
ties between the Midwest, France, and Québec 
Province.  

Among FHC’s Leadership Team are seven 
designated representatives (who are called 
“Ambassadors”) from each of the affiliated 
states under the direction of Lisa Kahn, co-chair 
of the Chicago Chapter. Ambassadors are 
responsible for identifying stakeholders 
associated with historic sites and communities; 
private and public organizations; and any other 
entity that supports the FHC’s mission in their 
home state. 
 
One of the first goals of the FHC is to develop a 
web page portal featuring an interactive map 
and calendar of events. Partners (like the 
FCHSM) can have a presence on the map, and 
the general public will be able to click on an 
icon which will link them directly to the 
partner’s website. In turn, the partner can link 
to the FHC on its website. Not only will this 
website be accessible to the public, it will also 
be a valuable tool to help stakeholders better 
connect to and support one another. This 
interactive site will also provide the groundwork 
for sustainable tourism, more effective 
education, and broad commercial opportunities 
throughout the Corridor. The FHC hopes to 
launch this interactive portal in May 2022 at its 
upcoming annual conference to be held at 
the Tippecanoe County Historical Association 
History Center and Ouiatenon Preserve in West 
Lafayette, Indiana. 
 
By joining this network and becoming a 
stakeholder of the French Heritage Corridor, 
organizations with shared interests can help to 
promote and celebrate French heritage and 
assure the sustainability of local communities 
and organizations who are the stewards of the 
historic and cultural treasures of French 
heritage in the Midwest.  To date, we have 
identified more than 100 partners in the region, 
including the following Michigan organizations 
that have expressed an interest in participating: 

 Alliance Française de Kalamazoo 
French-Canadian Heritage Society of 
Michigan 

 Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project 

https://frenchheritagesociety.org/about/
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 Joseph L. Peyser Endowment for the 
Study of New France1 

 Mackinac State Historic Parks (Dominick 
Miller, Chief of Marketing) 

 Monroe County Museum System 
(Andrew Clark, Director) 

 Niles History Center (Fort St. Joseph 
Museum) 

 River Raisin National Battlefield Park 
(Scott Bentley)   

 
For more information about this initiative and 
its benefits, feel free to contact:  
 
Michael S. Nassaney, Michigan 
Ambassador to the French Heritage Corridor 
(mailto:nassaney@wmich.edu). 
 

Lucy Mary Kellogg Award and Deadline!  

The Lucy Mary Kellogg award was established in 

1992 by the Michigan Genealogical Council to 

honor Lucy Mary Kellogg as founding member 

and an eminent Michigan genealogist. Her 

accomplishments on the state and national 

levels were recognized in 1991 as the first 

woman and the first from the Midwest area 

named to the Genealogy Hall of Fame. 

To be nominated for this award, a candidate 

must be a member in good standing of a 

member society of the Michigan Genealogical 

Council, resided in the state of Michigan for a 

minimum of five years, and must have met four 

or more of the following criteria: 

 Furthered the aims and the 

accomplishments of the Michigan 

Genealogical Council. 

 Served in a position of leadership in a 

Michigan genealogical or historical 

organization. 

 Been involved in a major research 
project. 

 Authored or contributed to a notable 
publication. 

 Made a significant contribution to the 
genealogical or historical benefit of 
his/her community. 

 Made a significant contribution to the 
Michigan community. 

 Furthered the knowledge of genealogy 
through educational practices. 

 

The Award consists of a certificate for the 
recipient and $100.00 each in his/her name to 
the Archives of Michigan, Library of Michigan, 
and a library or genealogical society of his/her 
choice. 

The recipient, selected by an anonymous jury, 
will receive the award at the annual Michigan 
Genealogical Council Seminar. The name of a 
candidate may be resubmitted; however, the 
award may be received by an individual only 
once. Current members of the Executive 
Committee of MGC are not eligible for 
nomination. 

To nominate a candidate: 

1. Complete all of the information in the 
section of this report about the 
candidate 

2. Submit a typewritten letter of 500 
words or less stating the qualifications 
of the candidate. 

3. Encourage individuals or groups to send 
letters of support for the candidate. 

4. Mail entries together with support 
information to arrive by May 31 to: 
Michigan Genealogical Council 

Lucy Mary Kellogg Award 

P.O. Box 80953 

Lansing, MI. 48908-0953 
 

Question? e-mail: info@mimgc.org 
All entries and materials become the property 

of the Michigan Genealogical Council and will 

not be returned.  

Nomination form: 

https://mimgc.org/upload/files/lmk-

nomination.pdf  

mailto:nassaney@wmich.edu
https://mimgc.org/upload/files/lmk-nomination.pdf
https://mimgc.org/upload/files/lmk-nomination.pdf
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Free Genealogy Websites : 
Continued from page 11 

 
20. African Heritage Project:  

 
Website: 
https://oral.history.ufl.edu/projects/aahp/ 
 
Records on former slaves, freed persons 
and their descendants thru over 600 
oral histories. 
 

21. Immigrant Ancestors Project: 
 
Website: http://immigrants.byu.edu/ 
 
Emigration registers for locating 
birthplaces of immigrants in their native 
countries  
 

22. Daughters of the American Revolution:  
 
Website: https://www.dar.org/ 
 
Military service records and more  
 

23. JewishGen:  
 
Website: https://www.jewishgen.org/ 
 
Jewish ancestry research   
 

24. FreeCEN:  
 
Website: https://www.freecen.org.uk/ 
 
Transcribed census records from the UK 
  

25. www.Access Genealogy.com:  
 
Website: https://accessgenealogy.com/ 
 
Vast family history directories and 
more, good Native American resources  

 
 
 

26. British Library, India Office:  

Website: 
indiafamily.bl.uk/ui/IorIntro.aspx 

Records on British and European 
people in India pre 1950  

 
27. Guild of One-Name Studies:  

 
Website: https://one-name.org/ 

Extensive surname research site  

 

28. Genealogy Trails:  

 

Website:  http://genealogytrails.com/ 

  

Transcribed genealogical records from 
across the U.S.  

29. NativeWeb Genealogy  
 
Website: 
nativeweb.org/resources/
genealogy_tracing_roots_ 
 

List of Native American 
genealogy resources and 
searchable databases  

 

30. Viximus:  

 

Website: http://www.viximus.com/ 

 

Member submitted biographical 
information. This is a place to show that 
those before us were here: they came 
into the world, left their mark, and left. 

 
This is not meant to be a comprehensive list by 
any means – if you have websites that you find 
useful please feel free to send them to us at 
newsletter@mimigc.org and put “FAVWebsites” 
on the subject line.  

https://oral.history.ufl.edu/projects/aahp/
http://immigrants.byu.edu/
https://www.dar.org/
https://www.jewishgen.org/
https://www.freecen.org.uk/
https://accessgenealogy.com/
http://indiafamily.bl.uk/ui/IorIntro.aspx
https://one-name.org/
http://genealogytrails.com/
https://nativeweb.org/resources/genealogy_tracing_roots_/
https://nativeweb.org/resources/genealogy_tracing_roots_/
http://www.viximus.com/
mailto:newsletter@mimigc.org
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From Shame to Share Initiative - The 
Genealogical Society of Washtenaw County 

Almost a year ago now, our Board had an "aha 
moment." We each had sampled some ideas 
from the Allyship movement, a program 
sponsored by United Way, to promote diversity 
and inclusiveness. Board members were 
encouraged to participate in their choice of 
several ways to learn what Allyship is and where 
or how it relates to our genealogical society. At 
first, I was fearful that this might be well-
intended but privileged people devising fixes for 
how to solve inequality (it is not). 

I am (we are) firmly committed to inclusiveness 
and diversity in our organization (or the world, 
for that matter) but the idea of imposing a 
program that did not focus on genealogy was 
worrisome. After researching the goals and 
practices of Allyship, I followed my first instinct 
and called Omer Jean Winborn, a long-time 
GSWC Board member (of African American 
descent), and shared my dilemma with her. 
Omer Jean spoke about an opportunity for 
genealogical societies everywhere to help 
discover information about enslaved ancestors. 
She had been approached by another GSWC 
member (Brenda Mokris) who had found, to 
their dismay, that her ancestors were owners of 
enslaved people. Rather than hiding this fact 
away, she shared family records with Omer 
Jean. Some of the documents included names 
and descriptions that would not be found 
elsewhere. Although some of the information 
revealed was painful (selling an 18-month old 
baby for $1400) it can also be healing.  

Lightbulbs went off over our Board members’ 
heads at that meeting. We had one of the best 
discussions we’ve had in a while. Of the ideas 
that came up that day, we brought this up at 
our September membership meeting during our 
Breakthroughs time. Surely some of our 300 
members are likely to have ancestors who 
owned enslaved people. Perhaps they would be 
willing to share family records or documents 
they have come across that might contain 
information about the enslaved people. Omer 

Jean and Brenda followed up at our October 
meeting, sharing more of the story. Several of 
our members asked about how and where they 
could share information. Omer Jean noted that 
she would gladly work with others who might 
have information to share. Those outside of our 
GSWC membership are welcome to contact our 
Research Committee 
at  info@washtenawgenealogy.org. 

Perhaps other genealogical societies could 
suggest this type of disclosure in their 
organizations. It would be more productive and 
healing to push the "shame" aspect aside by 
replacing it with the willingness to share 
information that could help those whose 
ancestors would otherwise be just a number on 
a list. 

Nancy Howard, President 
GSWC – The Genealogical Society of 
Washtenaw County  

MAY 2022 Delegate Meeting speaker/topic 
TOPIC: Using Your Society's Email List to Grow & 
Nurture Society Members 
DESCRIPTION:  Genealogy societies need an 
email list to communicate with its society 
members and potential members.. Many 
societies already have an email list, but are 
unsure how to use their list or what types of 
emails to send. Learn how to build your 
society’s email list and how to use that list to 
serve your members and grow your society. 

SPEAKER: Lisa Lisson is the 
creator and author at Are 
You My Cousin?, where she 
has helped genealogy 
researchers around the 
world learn how to search 
for and find their ancestors. 
Through hundreds of 
genealogy blog posts, YouTube videos and 
online masterclasses, she shares research 
strategies and how-to tutorials to take the 
overwhelm out of genealogy research.  Find her 
at www.LisaLisson.com.  

mailto:info@washtenawgenealogy.org
http://www.lisalisson.com/
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Society Publications 

Welcome to our new column showcasing 

publications offered by our society members. 

From Northville Genealogical Society 

Northville Genealogical Book Updated for 2021 

The newest edition of our book “Genealogical 

Research Using 21st Century Techniques” has 

been printed and bound and is available. It is a 

major update with 36 more pages for a total of 

182 pages. 

The update includes four new chapters (plus 

accompanying updates throughout book: 

 E-Tips: Newsletters, Webinars and

Podcasts

 Family Search Hints

 Evaluating Genealogical Software

 Maps and Google Earth

16 pages of pertinent webpages by state 

12 pages of pertinent webpages by and 

information for Foreign Countries 

All websites have been verified within the last 

month. 

The cost of the book is only $20. If it needs to 

be mailed, an additional $5 will be added to the 

cost. If you live close to the Northville area we 

can arrange for you to pick it up or we can have 

it delivered. 

Make out the check to Northville Genealogical 

Society and mail to:  

P.O. Box 932 

Northville, MI 48167 

Or call Grace Wilfong at 248- 349-9079  or email 

to GWilfong@yahoo.com to arrange payment 

and pickup or delivery. 

From Oakland County Genealogical Society 

1857 Plat Map Transcription [Oakland County, 

Michigan] 

Transcription of all land owners with acreage, if 

recorded; map and brief history of each 

township; history of 1857 maps by Dr. LeRoy 

Barnett; published 1993, updated 2012, soft 

cover, comb bound, every-name index, 202 

pages. 

$24.00 or $18 for digital download 

P/H: Add $4 (unless otherwise stated in item 

description) 

Make Checks payable to OCGS—see ocgsmi.org 

for order form 

Mail to: 
OCGS 

PO Box 1094 

Birmingham, MI 48012-1094 

Order online at: ocgsmi.org 

From French Canadian Heritage Society of 

Michigan 

On 9 September 2017, the History Department 

at the University of Windsor awarded the 

Kulisek Prize to Gail Moreau-DesHarnais, Diane 

Wolford Sheppard, and Suzanne Boivin 

Sommerville for Le Détroit du Lac Érié.  The 

prize is awarded annually to a distinguished 

finished project on local history. Although the 

title is French, which reflects the original name 

for Détroit, the books themselves are written in 

English. From one review: This two-volume set 

presents as detailed an account as possible of 

the founding decade of Fort Pontchartrain du 

Détroit du Lac Érié. In Volume 1, the timeline 

from 1694 to 1710 (with full references) tells 

the chronological story of the explorations and 

the early historical events that eventually led to 

mailto:%20GWilfong@yahoo.com
https://ocgsmi.org/


Volume 46 Issue 2 Michigan Genealogical Council Newsletter Spring 2022 

17 
 

the creation of the present-day city of Detroit, 

Michigan.  
 

In addition, the rich history of the Detroit River 

Region is explored through family biographies 

as well as myriad original documents, including 

legal contracts, land records, census 

enumerations, and a list of the habitants who 

agreed to pay for a priest in 1710. Each chapter 

is fully documented, and illustrated with images 

that explain the early years of Le Détroit du Lac 

Érié. The in-depth articles comprising Volume 2, 

again with its full documentation, broaden and 

expand upon numerous historical and cultural 

aspects of Detroit’s first decade. Some of the 

subjects examined in these thought-provoking 

essays include:  

 

 “8 August 1706: Fort Pontchartrain 

Becomes a Permanent Settlement on Le 

Détroit du Lac Érié ˮ and “Kateri 

(Catherine) Tekakwitha (Gah-deh-lee 

Deh-gah-quee-tah): Her Connection to 

Inhabitants of LeDétroit du Lac Érié.ˮ  

 

See the French-Canadian Heritage Society of 

Michigan’s website: 

https://habitantheritage.org/cpage.php?pt=43 

for Tables of Contents and other details about 

the two volumes and the order form.  

 

The two-volume set is $25 U. S. for members 

and libraries and $30 U. S. for non-members.  

 The cost of postage and handling for 

the Continental U. S. is based on U. S. 

postal rates. 

 The cost of sending the two volumes in 

Canada is based on Canadian Rates.  

 

For further inquiries, please contact Gail 

Moreau-DesHarnais at gfmoreau1@aol.com 

or the Society website 

(store@habitantheritage.org) for the current 

prices for postage and handling.  

Please send your order form, accompanied 

by a check, to: 
French-Canadian Heritage Society of 

Michigan 

P. O. Box 1900  

Royal Oak, Michigan 48068-1900 

 

From Huron Shores Genealogical Society 

Iosco County: The Photography of Ard G Emery 

1892-1904 

Price: $21.99 
S&H for each book: $4.00 
 
Pick up books at the HSGS room at the Parks 
Library, unless mailed. 

To order, send order with remittance to: 
Huron Shores Genealogical Society 

c/o Robert Parks Library 

6010 Skeel Ave 

Oscoda, MI 48750 

Questions: huronshoresgs@yahoo.com 

From Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society 

Telling Our Stories: A Collection of Family 
History Narratives 

Over 50 family history narratives submitted by 
members of the Fred Hart Williams 
Genealogical Society, a Detroit, Michigan based 
African American genealogical society 
established in 1979. The publication was 
created to commemorate the society's 40th 
anniversary in 2019.  In addition to the 
submitted narratives, the history of the society 
is also documented in the 265 page paperback 
book. 

$35.00 plus $10.00 shipping 

Order online at fhwgs.org (click on FHWGS 

Store) or send a check to  

 

 

mailto:gfmoreau1@aol.com
mailto:store@habitantheritage.org
mailto:huronshoresgs@yahoo.com
http://fhwgs.org/
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FHWGS 

P.O. Box 94 

Southfield, MI 48037-0094 

 

From Polish Genealogy Society of Michigan 

Breaking Bread        Cost: $33.00 

The PGSM cookbook Breaking Bread features 

favorite recipes - family favorites that will be 

treasured for years to come.  This one-of-a-kind 

cookbook includes 148 recipes from appetizers 

to desserts.  Special features include nutritional 

breakdown for each recipe, helpful hints 

throughout the book, and spices (in English and 

Polish) commonly used in Polish cooking.  

  

Link:  Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan - 

Store (pgsm.org) 

 Click on the Store link (left side about 

1/2 way down) 

 Click on the Breaking Bread Cookbook 

add to cart button 

 Click on the Check out Button  

 and continue the checking out process 

by entering your information 

 

Links from Past issues - continued from page 7 

Volume 42 Issue 3 

The Virtual Genealogy Association 

virtualgenealogy.org 

 

The Virtual Genealogical Association is a global 

organization serving family history enthusiasts 

of all levels, geared towards those: 

 whose circumstances make it difficult to 

attend local genealogical society 

meetings  

 who prefer online presentations, special 

interest groups (SIGs), conferences, and 

socializing   

 with an interest in connecting, 

networking, and mentoring with global 

genealogists 

 

Volume 43 Issue 4 

Tamarack Genealogy 

https://tamarackgenealogy.com/ 

Tina Beaird, owner of Tamarack Genealogy, is a 

genealogy & local history librarian at a  

mid-sized Chicagoland public library. 

 

She holds a Masters of Library and Information 

Science degree with a specialization in 

Archives/Preservation from Dominican 

University in River Forest, IL.  

Tina has won multiple research and digitization 

grants over the last decade to preserve and 

digitize historic documents and photographs. 

She lectures nationally on topics including 

genealogical methodology, military records, 

Scottish research and photo and archival 

preservation. Tina has assisted researchers for 

over 15 years, and occasionally still finds time to 

conduct her own family research, which she has 

been pursuing for over twenty-five years. 
 

SNPedia 

https://www.snpedia.com/ 

SNPedia is a wiki investigating human genetics. 

We share information about the effects of 

variations in DNA, citing peer-reviewed 

scientific publications. It is used 

by Promethease to create a personal report 

linking your DNA variations to the information 

published about them. Please see 

the SNPedia:FAQ for answers to common 

questions.   

https://pgsm.org/store.php?sid=2
https://pgsm.org/store.php?sid=2
https://virtualgenealogy.org/
https://virtualgenealogy.org/
https://tamarackgenealogy.com/
https://tamarackgenealogy.com/
https://www.snpedia.com/
https://www.snpedia.com/index.php/Promethease
https://www.snpedia.com/index.php/SNPedia:FAQ
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Library of Michigan Updates 

Matt Pacer 

Reference Librarian 
Library of Michigan 

March 2022 

 
 
Hello Everyone! 
 
There are just a few updates to mention. On March 18, the Library of Michigan will migrate to a 
new website. This should occur in the evening hours. Staff is working to make sure all the links 
are working. If you notice that links to not work, please let us know.  
 
Library staff are permitted to travel and speak at local societies, libraries, and historical 
organizations. If your group is looking for speakers, please contact us. 
 
The Michigan Notable Book list is out. To learn more about the 2022 honorees and previous 
years, please visit the following site: WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/NOTABLEBOOKS. Additionally, the 
Night For Notables event will be held on April 30th. For more information please visit: Michigan 
Notable Books Program – Library of Michigan Foundation 

 
Have questions for us? Please email or call. librarian@michigan.gov or 517-335-1477. 
 
Stay safe and healthy! 
 

  

http://www.michigan.gov/NOTABLEBOOKS
https://www.libraryofmichiganfoundation.org/michigan-notable-books-program/
https://www.libraryofmichiganfoundation.org/michigan-notable-books-program/
mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
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Archives of Michigan and  

Abrams Foundation  

Historical Collection 

 

Kris W. Rzepczynski 

Senior Archivist  

 Archives of Michigan 

 

Archives of Michigan News and Notes April 2022 

 

Happy Holidays! It is hard to believe that another year has passed (!), and the Archives of Michigan as 
we begin to move further past 2021 and now that the weather is finally warming up (?) this spring, we 
have a lot to look forward to this year! 

Remember to mark your calendars for the 2022 Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar. We are 
finalizing the program details and will have registration information available online in the spring. We 
look forward to hosting Dr. David McDonald, CG this summer on July 8-9, 2022! This year’s gathering will 
be a hybrid event, so participants can attend sessions either online or onsite. 

The Archives of Michigan continues to add new source material to our holdings, particularly local 
government records. New archival collections this year include:   

 Van Buren County Probate Court Records, 1839-1960 / RG 2022-10 

 Isabella County Probate Court Estate Case Files, 1874-1971 / RG 2022-12 

In addition to the original source material above, the Archives continues to add new published material 
to the Abrams Foundation Historical Collection. New additions include:  

 Royal Descents of 900 Immigrants to the American Colonies, Quebec, or the United States [2 
vols.] / Gary Boyd Roberts / 2018 / Call number: CS 55 .R635 2018 

 Hardin County, Ohio Marriage Records [v.5-v.20 (1910-2015)] / Hardin County Genealogy 
Society / Call number: F 497 .H4 H38 1997 

The Archives thanks our generous donors, supporters, and friends, including, of course, the Abrams 
Foundation and the Michigan Genealogical Council.    

A friendly reminder that the Archives of Michigan is full open again with our regular operating hours! 
Appointments are encouraged, but not required. The Archives is open Mondays through Fridays from 1 
to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We look forward to seeing all of you again in person in the 
coming days, weeks, and months.   
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Both Delegate/Board Meetings are being held 
virtually until further notice. 
 

Delegate Meetings (Currently Virtual) 
Delegate Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday in September, November, January, 
March, May and July at 11 am in the Forum of 
the Michigan 
Historical Center at: 
702 West Kalamazoo Street 
Lansing, MI 48915 
 

Boards Meetings (Currently Virtual) 
Board Meetings meet in the Commission Room 
of the Michigan Historical Center 5th Floor, 
Archives on the second Thursday of every 
month at 9 am on Delegate meeting months 
and at 10 am on non-Delegate meeting months. 
 

Any change in date and time will be posted at 
mimgc.org. 
 

 
Michigan Library and Historical Center 
 
Archives of Michigan 
We are back open! 
 
Monday thru Friday from 1 to 5 pm  
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm 
 
Reference Desk Hours By Email or Phone 
8 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday 
Phone: (517) 335-2576 

Email archives@michigan.gov 
 

 
 
Visit our web site at: 
www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/ 
https://michiganology.org/ 
 

 

Delegate meeting on May 12, 2022 
 
 

At our May 2022 Delegate meeting, our speaker 
will be Lisa Lisson – for more info look on page 
15 for a description of our topic and or speaker. 
 
Soliciting Input… 
If you have an idea for a topic that you would 
like us to research for a delegate meeting topic 
please let us know so that we can better serve 
you needs. 
 

In that same spirit… 
At the newsletter, we are always looking for 
ideas for content to publish that will help you 
with your society’s needs. And we always 
appreciate feedback as well for any and all 
speakers and articles that we supply. 
 
 
 

 

Library of Michigan 
10 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday 
10 am to 4 pm Saturday 
 

By email or phone 
Email librarian@michigan.gov 
Phone: (517) 335-1477 
Visit our website at: 
www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan 
 

Michigan History Museum 
Museum will be open 
Mon-Thu for school field trips and tours  
of 10 or more 
 

Fri/Sat from 10 am to 4 pm 
Sunday from 1 pm to 5 pm 
 

Visit our Web site at: 
https://www.michigan.gov/museum/ 
 

For more information call: 
(517) 335-2573 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mimgc.org/
mailto:archives@michigan.gov
mailto:archives@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/
https://michiganology.org/
mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
mailto:librarian@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
https://www.michigan.gov/museum/
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Michigan Genealogical Council 

Founded in 1972, the Michigan Genealogical Council (MGC) is an organization composed of delegates from each member society. It’s objectives 

are to locate, preserve, publish and deposit in suitable repositories records of value to genealogists and to initiate activities which encourage 

and assist those who are involved in genealogical research. Meetings are held in the Forum of the Library of Michigan and Historical Center, 702 

W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48909 on the second Thursday in September, November, January, March, May and July. Board meetings are held

at the Archives of Michigan, on the second Thursday of each month. Membership is open to any Michigan genealogical or family history society,

amateur or professional, with a primary interest in genealogy. Dues are no longer calculated on a “per person” basis, but rather a flat rate 

based on general society membership at the close of their fiscal year. Checks should be made payable to the Michigan Genealog ical Council and 

mailed to MGC, PO. Box 80953, Lansing, MI, 48908-0953, Website: https://www.mimgc.org

The Newsletter is published quarterly by the Michigan Genealogical Council. Member society delegates and presidents are notified by e-mail 

when a new issue is available online. Content for Winter issue due December 15, Spring March 15, Summer June 15, Fall September 15. Email 

newsletter items to MGC Editor: newsletter@mimgc.org. Or send to PO. Box 80953, Lansing, MI, 48908-0953. Permission to reprint a signed 

article should be obtained directly from the author. Unsigned material may be reprinted without permission provided the newsletter is given 

credit. See website for additional details at https://www.mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=16 

President  

Vice President  

Recording Secretary  

Board Meetings  

Recording Secretary  

Delegate Meetings  

Corresponding  

Secretary  

Treasurer  

Director 2022  

Director 2023  

Director 2024  

Rozlyn Kelly  

Farmington Genealogy Society 

Judy Nimer Muhn  

Oakland County Genealogical Society  

Chelsea Johnson-Heisler  
Calhoun County Genealogical Society 

Sue Irvine  

Western Michigan Genealogical Society  

Tom Koselka  

MGC Past President 

Jill O’Sullivan  

Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan  

Daniel Earl  

French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan  

Larry Noyes  

Genealogical Society of Isabella County  

Melissa Kendzierski  

Charlevoix County Genealogical Society 

Committee Chairpersons and Appointments 

Archivist  Connie Olson  

MGC Past President 

Library of Michigan  Tim Gleisner  

Liaison  702 W. Kalamazoo St,  

Lansing, MI 48915  

Archives of  Kris Rzepczynski  

Michigan Liaison  702 W. Kalamazoo St, Lansing, MI 48915 

Public Records  Derek Blount  

Access and Records  Detroit Society of Genealogical Research 

Preservation Awards  

Awards  Barb Curtindale  

Gladwin County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Central Mail  Jessica Trotter 
Lansing Area African American Genealogical 
Society 

Membership Melissa Kendzierski  

Charlevoix County Genealogical Society 

Nominations Elected Directors 

Historian Barb Curtindale 
Gladwin County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Newsletter Paul Roltsch 
Waterford Genealogical Society 

Media  Judy Sheldon 
Communications Huron Shores Genealogical Society 

Finance/Budget Jill O’Sullivan 
Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 

Continuing  Daniel Earl 
Education French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 

Webmaster Tom Koselka, MGC Past President 

NGS Delegate Tom Koselka, MGC Past President 

Projects  Roger Moffat 
Western Michigan Genealogical Society 

Past President Brenda Leyndyke, MGC Past Resident 
Advisor 

Lucy Mary Kellogg  Jessica Trotter 
Chair Lansing Area African American Genealogical 

Society 

Pre-Statehood and Kim Smith 
First Family Waterford Genealogical Society 
Certificates 

https://www.mimgc.org/
https://www.mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=16
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Links from this issue 

This is not meant to be a list of all links in this 

issue Due to space requirements on this page 

we try not to repeat links or include links that 

are clearly marked on their page.  

Page 1 

 Archives of Michigan 

 www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi 

Page 3 

 Oakland County Genealogical Society 
ocgsmi.org/events or  
on Facebook (ocgsmi) 

 Allen County Public Library (ACPL) 

https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-

library/locations-and-

hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium

=carousel&utm_campaign=home-

locations-button 

 Waterford Genealogical Society 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/ 

Page 4 

 Farmington Genealogical Society 
https://mifarmgs.org/ 

 Genealogical Society of Washtenaw 
County 
Email: info@washtenawgenealogy.org 
https://washtenawgenealogy.org/ 

 Northville Genealogical Society 
Email: nvgen1@gmail.com 
https://nvgensoc.org/ 

Page 7 

 Hunting Down History 
HuntingDownHistory.wordpress.com  

 Library of Congress – World War 1 

www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i/ 

 Boston Streets: Mapping Directory 

Data - The People: City Directories 

dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/ 

 LostCousins 

www.lostcousins.com 

Page 8 

 AnswerCat 

www.answercat.org 

 

 Library of Michigan - Get a Library 

Card. 

http://www.michigan.gov/LIBRARYCARD 

 Library of Michigan – Programs for the 
Public 
https://WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/LMPUBLICPROG
RAMS 

Page 11 

 Muskegon County Genealogical Society 

 https://genealogymuskegon.org/ 

Page 12 

 French Heritage Society 

https://frenchheritagesociety.org/about/ 

Page 15  

 Genealogical Society of Washtenaw 
County 

 info@washtenawgenealogy.org 

 Lisa Lisson 
 https://www.lisalisson.com 

Page 18 
 Promethease  

www.snpedia.com/index.php/Promethease 

 SNPedia FAQ 
www.snpedia.com/index.php/SNPedia:FAQ 

Page 21 
 Archives of Michigan Email 

archives@michigan.gov 
 Archives of Michigan  

www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/ 

 Michiganology 
https://michiganology.org/ 

 Library of Michigan 
www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan 

 Michigan Historic Musuem 
https://www.michigan.gov/museum/ 

Page 24 

 Arizona Genealogy Day 

http://go.azsos.gov/azgenday22 

 NGS Family History Conference 

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

 Archives of Michigan 

www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi 

 GRIP Institute 

https://gripitt.org/courses/ 

 IHGR 2022 

https://ighr.gagensociety.org/ 

http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
https://ocgsmi.org/events/
https://facebook.com/ocgsmi
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/using-the-library/locations-and-hours?utm_source=acpl&utm_medium=carousel&utm_campaign=home-locations-button
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~miwatgs/
https://mifarmgs.org/
mailto:@washtenawgenealogy.org
mailto:@washtenawgenealogy.org
https://washtenawgenealogy.org/
mailto:nvgen1@gmail.com?subject=Northville%20Genealogical%20Society%20program
https://nvgensoc.org/
https://huntingdownhistory.wordpress.com/
http://www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i/
https://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/
https://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/
http://www.lostcousins.com/
http://www.lostcousins.com/
http://www.answercat.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/LIBRARYCARD
https://www.michigan.gov/LMPUBLICPROGRAMS
https://www.michigan.gov/LMPUBLICPROGRAMS
https://genealogymuskegon.org/
https://frenchheritagesociety.org/about
mailto:info@washtenawgenealogy.org
https://www.lisalisson.com/
http://www.snpedia.com/index.php/Promethease
http://www.snpedia.com/index.php/SNPedia:FAQ
mailto:archives@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi/
https://michiganology.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
https://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan
https://www.michigan.gov/museum/
http://go.azsos.gov/azgenday22
http://go.azsos.gov/azgenday22
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
https://gripitt.org/courses/
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/
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Thanks from the Editor 

Thank you for providing articles to the MGC 
newsletter. Every quarter I get excellent articles 
for all of our member societies to see. In 
addition to regular contributors we get 
information about your programs/events. 

We also thank you for the support you give our 
new columns. We are looking forward to more 
publications that we can list for you in our 
Society Publications section. It is our intention 
to show everyone the work that each and every 
one of you puts into creating publications that 
showcase your society’s works. 

Still looking for more articles – feel free to send 
your articles detailing what you do every month 
to provide services for your members.  

Thanks to all the delegates that show up at 
every delegate meeting allowing us to provide 
the best programs for you at every delegate 
meeting.  
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Events Calendar 

 
Arizona Genealogy Day 

Saturday April 2, 2022 

Free event from 9 am to 3 pm 

Registration and details at: 

http://go.azsos.gov/azgenday22 

 
 

 
National Genealogical Society 

Family History Conference 

In-Person 

“Our American Mosaic” 

May 24-28, 2022 

Sacramento, CA 

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

 
Genealogical Research Institute of Pittsburgh 

Virtual Conference 

June 19-24, 2022 

July 10-15, 2022 

https://gripitt.org/courses/ 

See page 11 under “Look Forward – Plan 

Ahead” 

 Barbara J. Brown Family History Seminar  

Friday, July 8 – Saturday, July 9, 2022 

Featuring Dr. David McDonald, CG 

More details to post soon at: 

www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi 

 

 
IGHR 2022 Virtual Institute 

Institute of Genealogy and Historic Research 

July 24 – 29, 2022 
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/ 

 

 

http://go.azsos.gov/azgenday22
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://gripitt.org/courses/
http://www.michigan.gov/archivesofmi
https://ighr.gagensociety.org/

