
Interested in learning more about your Polish 
ancestors? PGSM can help you learn how to 
find relevant records, how to analyze specific 
kinds of records, and how to move your 
research forward. You can learn from Polish 
and American experts by attending PGSM’s 
webinars and annual seminar as well as from 
PGSM’s publications.  
The benefits of PGSM membership include 
access to webinars, events, and an annual 
seminar; a journal and a newsletter; full access 
to the PGSM website; research services; and 
networking opportunities.   
PGSM’s webinars and seminars cover topics 
such as  using U.S research databases, 
locating records in the U.S. and Poland, 
research techniques and databases for 
Poland, maps and gazetteers, DNA, 
immigration, Polish communities in the U.S., 
organizing research, finding military records, 
using newspapers, and locating cemetery 
records.  

 

We invite you to join the Polish 
Genealogical Society of Michigan! 
Join PGSM or renew your 
membership online at: 

www.pgsm.org 
 

PGSM is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization 
and a member of the Michigan Genealogical 
Council.    

PGSM History 

PGSM was established in 1978 at a meeting 
held at the library in Hamtramck, Michigan. The 
name of the society was chosen, officers and 
directors were elected, and a constitution and 
bylaws were established.  

A decision was made to offer lectures of 
genealogical interest to members. 
Membership has always been open to 
individuals who live in and outside of Michigan. 

The Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit 
Public Library supported and sponsored 
PGSM at its inception and continues to 
sponsor the society.  

PGSM published its first newsletter in 1981 
and now offers both a journal and a newsletter.  

 
 
 

Inquiries 

Please email:  

membership@pgsm.org for questions about 
membership; 

pgsm.eagleteditor@gmail.com to submit 
articles or suggestions for the Polish Eaglet;  

newsletter@pgsm.org to submit items for 
News from the Nest;  

info@pgsm.org for all other inquiries.  
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The Polish Genealogical Society of Michigan 
(“PGSM”) promotes and encourages research 
in Polish genealogy as well as the 
preservation of historical materials which aid 
in the documentation of family histories.  

PGSM is dedicated to educating its members 
and the public in Polish culture, Polish 
genealogy, and genealogical research 
methods and techniques. 

 
 

Join PGSM or renew  
your membership online at: 

www.pgsm.org 



Benefits of PGSM Membership 
 

Webinars and Events – Members have 
access to all webinars and events offered 
throughout the year as well as to previously 
recorded webinars and programs. Please visit 
pgsm.org for the current schedule and other 
information.    

Annual October Seminar – This hybrid 
seminar is a full day of lectures presented by 
experts in Polish genealogy and other related 
topics.  

Journal and Newsletter – Three issues per 
year of PGSM’s journal, the Polish Eaglet, and 
of PGSM’s newsletter, News from the Nest, are 
included with membership.  

PGSM’s Website – Access to members-only 
databases is included with membership. These 
databases include tutorials, genealogy 
records, and more.  

Research Services – Research assistance is 
available for a small fee.   

Networking Opportunities – Networking 
opportunities are available at webinars, 
seminars, and other events. Other members 
often share research tips, techniques, and 
strategies that can help break down brick walls. 
In addition, PGSM’s website includes a list of 
Polish surnames being researched by 
members which allows members to connect.  

PGSM Publications 
 

Polish Eaglet - The Polish Eaglet, the official 
journal of PGSM, is published three times per 
year and sent to all members and to select 
libraries. The journal’s purpose is to publish 
articles about Polish genealogical research, 
family histories, research methods and tips, 
Michigan’s Polish history and communities, 
Poland’s history and culture, and other related 
topics that may aid members with their 
genealogical research. Members are welcome 
to submit stories and ideas for articles to the 
editor.  

 

News from the Nest - PGSM’s newsletter, 
News from the Nest, is published three times 
per year and keeps members up to date by 
providing PGSM news, Polish genealogical 
news, research tips, information about 
genealogical and Polish events, updates on 
the latest developments in genealogy, and 
more.    

PGSM Website 
 www.pgsm.org  

PGSM’s website contains valuable information 
for PGSM members and the public:  

Home Page – The latest news and information 
about PGSM. 

PGSM and Other Events Calendars – 
Information about webinars, seminars, and 
other events of interest to the Polish 
community.  

Members Only – Exclusive databases and 
materials available only to members; includes 
death notices, a memorial cards index, 
Hamtramck birth and death information, and 
more.  

Join/Renew – Information about joining PGSM 
and renewing membership.  

Public Databases –– Databases available to 
the public; includes indexes and other 
information.   

Web Links – A list of websites helpful for 
Polish genealogical research.  

Store – An online store offering books and 
flash drives of databases.  

Recorded Webinars and Handouts – 
Recordings and materials from past 
presentations.  

Tutorials and Templates – Helpful 
information geared toward Polish research.   


