)

$20
$25 US

Zip code
Returning member

No

Membership Options
Individual (USA)
Outside the USA
Organizations/Institutions $20

State

If yes, Amount:

Email
Yes

Questions? Email wmgs@wmgs.org

New member
Advanced

The WMGS newsletter is available online at wmgs.org/news.htm  (Check here only if you need copies mailed to you

WMGS Membership Application
City

Intermediate

% Grand Rapids Public Library
Grand Rapids MI 49503-3268

111 Library St NE

WMGS Membership runs from 1 January through 31 December
Attn: WMGS Treasurer

Make checks payable to: WMGS

Mail this form and your check to:
May we contact you about WMGS volunteer opportunities?

Would you like to donate to WMGS?

Phone

Beginner

How would you rate your skill level with regard to genealogical research?

Name
Address

WMGS

History of the Western
Michigan Genealogical

Society (wMGs)

In the early 1950s the Detroit Society for Genealogical
Research (DSGR) was the only organization in the
state focusing on Family History. In 1954, when
DSGR members Lance and Mildred Adams moved to
Grand Rapids, they organized WMGS with the help of
Mrs. L. Charles Rowley, Mrs. John Quartell, Dr. Ethel
Williams and her husband, E. Gray Williams. Early
WMGS meetings were attended by 12 to 15 members
and were held in Ruth Thorndill’s home. Michigana,
the Society’s quarterly began as a one-page newsletter
and is now 40 or more pages. Dr. Ethel Williams
suggested the name Michigana.

Membership has now grown to well over 300.
Membership Meetings are held in the Grand Rapids
Public Library Auditorium and are regularly attended
by over 50 people and include programs on a wide
range of genealogical and historical subjects.
Following the meeting is social time when attendees
can talk about their research, seek help from WMGS
members and enjoy a snack. Nationally known
speakers present at our annual Got Ancestors?!
seminars each fall in Grand Rapids. Following the
meeting is social time when attendees can talk about
their research, seek help from WMGS members and
enjoy a snack.

The Local History and Genealogical collection is held
in the Main Branch of the Grand Rapids Public
Library. The strength of the genealogical holdings is
the Michigan Historical Collection, which covers all of
Michigan with a strong emphasis on western
Michigan.

The collection also includes materials on New
England, other colonial states and the Western
Reserve states. Most of the major periodicals and
bound archival or state papers are here, plus many
printed census indexes and the entire Federal census
for the state of Michigan. Numerous published family
genealogies are also available. We are proud of the
many volunteers who have worked diligently to make
the collection in the Grand Rapids Public Library the
third largest in the state; as well as our award winning
website for genealogists and historians to freely
access.

WMGS

Western
Michigan
Genealogical
Society

wmgs.org

data.wmgs.org
CommonCorners.com
trees.wmgs.org
GotAncestors.com

WMGS is dedicated to
gaining knowledge,
teaching others about

genealogy and family
history, and preserving
genealogical records.

Email: wmgs@wmgs.org

WMGS is a 501(c¢)(3) charitable
organization

visit us

online at



MEETINGS

WMGS membership meetings are usually held on
the first Saturday of the month at 1:30 p.m.,
September through June, in the third floor
Auditorium of the Grand Rapids Public Library,
111 Library St. NE. All meetings are free and open
to the public.

PROGRAMS, CLASSES, & SPECIAL
INTEREST GROUPS

« Monthly Meetings with programs on subjects
related to Family History and Genealogy.

» Beginner through advanced classes on
various subjects throughout the year (One hour
& two hour classes)

« Lock In. WMGS assists the Grand Rapids
History Center of the Grand Rapids Public
Library with an after-hours “Lock In.”
Attendees can exchange research hints, ask
questions of Library Staff and experienced
genealogists, and enjoy a snack.

+« WMGS Writers’ Group. Meeting monthly,
the members encourage each other with
friendly feedback and a love of the written
word.

« DIG.the DNA Interest Group meets at 3:30
and 6:30 p.m. on the third Thursday of the
month at the downtown Grand Rapids
Public Library.

+ African American Genealogy Club meets
at 1:00 p.m. at the downtown Grand Rapids
Public Library the last Saturday each month.

SEMINAR — Got Ancestors?!

Each fall, WMGS sponsors an annual Got
Ancestors?! seminar featuring nationally known
speakers. Subjects are scheduled to be topical,
relevant, and interesting to those with varying
levels of research experience.

DATABASES: ONLINE & SEARCHABLE

Society volunteers have compiled a number of
databases containing over 3.7 million records.
Content includes newspaper obituaries and
marriages, Kent County school census, Michigan
census, Veterans Home records, veterans census,
Kent County deaths and marriages, Goss and
Chapmans histories of Kent County, and others.
All databases are freely available and searchable
at data.wmgs.org

SEARCH

The WMGS Search Committee works in
cooperation with the Grand Rapids Public
Library. Our volunteers will, for a set fee, do
research there.

PROJECTS

Throughout the Society’s history, WMGS
volunteers have undertaken many projects
indexing censuses, church records, cemeteries,
newspapers, school records, county histories,
veterans’ records, and monument companies.
Volunteers are always needed, welcomed, and
appreciated.

GIFTS AND DONATIONS

All gifts, donations, and fees are used to provide
additional web access to researchers, improve the
genealogical collection at the Grand Rapids
Public Library, provide educational resources for
family historians, and support the efforts of the
Western Michigan Genealogical Society. Go to
wmgs.org for more specific information and a
donation form.

BOOK SALES

The Sales Table offers books and research forms
for sale at membership meetings and online. For
alisting of what is available and information
regarding making a purchase, go to wmgs.org.

SURNAMES

Early WMGS members created a surname
project. Current members are encouraged to
submit a GEDCOM file of their genealogy for
inclusion in this database which can be searched
at trees.wmgs.org

PUBLICATIONS

» The Newsletter is published three or four
times a year. It provides research tips and
updates members on Society events and
projects.

« Michigana, the Society’s quarterly periodical,
includes original, unpublished material,
concentrating on western Michigan, helpful
hints, book reviews, ancestor portraits, and
“how to” suggestions. Everyone is encouraged
to submit information, records, or articles.

RESOURCES

The Grand Rapids History Center at the Grand
Rapids Public Library holds one of the largest
genealogical collections in Michigan. WMGS
provides funding for several prominent national
databases such as the Ancestry Library Edition,
American Ancestors and Fold3 so that patrons
may use them freely at the library.

MANUSCRIPTS

Donated genealogical materials are digitized,
indexed and preserved by the WMGS Manuscript
Committee. The Index and images for these
manuscripts are online at data.wmgs.org.

PIONEER CERTIFICATES

An applicant must be descended from an ancestor
who settled in Kent County as follows:

Pioneer Prior to 1841

Settlers Prior to 1881

Early Family  Prior to 1921

WMGS members are happy to assist applicants in
filling out the necessary forms. An application
may be downloaded from wmgs.org. The data
collected about Kent County settlers will be a
great benefit to future researchers.

For More Information,
visit us online:

wmgs.org
data.wmgs.org
trees.wwvmgs.org
CommonCorners.com
GotAncestors.com

Email: wmgs@wmgs.org
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